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FOREWORD 


Part of the mandate of the Public Archives of Canada is the acquisition of 
federal government records considered worthy of long-term preservation. To inform 
government officials, researchers and the general public of the rapidly growing 
extent and variety of such records, the Federal Archives Division is publishing a 
series of general inventories, of which the present volume is a part. 


Each inventory describes one record group. The term "record group" (RG) is 
used here to refer exclusively to federal government records in the Public Archives 
of Canada. A record group can most easily be defined as any body of records of the 
Government of Canada or its predecessors that are organizationally or functionally 
related by administrative continuity. This usually means that a separate record group 
is created for each department, branch or agency that at any point during its 
existence maintained a separate and self-contained registry system. The inventory 
for each record group contains several distinct elements. 


The introduction to the record group outlines the nature of the records 
described in the inventory and the general evolution of the various federal agencies 
involved in the creation of the records. The introduction also includes information on 
total extent of the records, access regulations, suggested citations and related 
primary sources. 


The administrative outline is a guide to researchers wishing to use the records 
described in the inventory, rather than a complete history of the agency and its 
predecessors that created the records. Government records are created by distinct 
administrative units charged with carrying out specific responsibilities. Such records 
are usually maintained in separate file registry systems that parallel the adminis- 
trative units that created the records. The individual records themselves, therefore, 
naturally reflect the scope (and limitations) of the specific functions for which the 
original administrative unit was responsible. The administrative outline provides the 
organic links between the actual records and the administrative structures that 
carried out the policies and programs of the federal government. 


The series-by-series descriptions of the records that follow are organized and 
described in a manner that most nearly reflects the evolving administrative structure 
of the creating department, branch or agency. 


By updating the inventories of those record groups that receive large influxes of 
new material, the Federal Archives Division hopes to be able to keep the public 
aware of the expanding scope and diversity of its holdings. 


Eldon Frost 
Director 
Federal Archives Division 
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INTRODUCTION 


When the Department of Railways and Canals was created in 1879, the Railway 
Branch of the Department of Public Works was transferred to the new department. 
The Railway Branch was responsible for the construction, operation and maintenance 
of government-owned railways, which in 1879 included the Intercolonial Railway, the 
Prince Edward Island Railway and a planned transcontinental railway to British 
Columbia. The branch was also responsible for the administration of federal 
government aid to railways, designed to encourage the development and construction 
of new lines. Government assistance took many forms and at various times included 
land grants, cash subsidies, loans, debentures and the guarantee of bonds or interest. 


By 1879, steam railways had assumed a significant role in Canadian economic 
development and were expanding very rapidly. The plan to construct a railroad to the 
Pacific Coast in the early 1870s was only one factor affecting the decision to create 
a separate Department of Railways and Canals. Since 1850, close to 6,800 miles of 
track had been laid in Canada, seventy percent in the twelve years since 
Confederation. 


During the lifetime of the Department of Railways and Canals, not one but 
three transcontinental railways were constructed, and thousands of miles of new lines 
were laid in all regions of Canada. Between 1900 and 1915 alone, railway mileage 
doubled from 17,657 to 34,882. This overextension of railway development imme- 
diately prior to World War I eventually led to the amalgamation of the Canadian 
Northern Railway, the Grand Trunk Railways and the Canadian Government Railways 
system to form Canadian National Railways (CNR). By the end of 1936, Canada had 
over 42,000 miles of railway track, most of which was operated by CNR and the 
Canadian Pacific Railway (CPR). The Dominion Government had granted 31,881,643 
acres of land to steam railway companies as bonus grants or grants for rights of way, 
stations or townsites, and over $172,000,000 had been disbursed to railway companies. 
The Department of Railways and Canals, through its Railway Branch, was intimately 
associated with this great era of railway development in Canada from 1879 until 
1956. 


When the department was established it also assumed responsibility for 
Canada's canal systems. The Canal Branch of the new department was organized to 
supervise the operation, maintenance and enlargement of the various canals in 
Canada, and to arrange for the construction of new ones if required. In 1879, the 
Canal systems in Canada consisted of: St. Peter's Canal in Cape Breton, the St. 
Lawrence-Great Lakes, the Ottawa River, the Rideau Canal, the Trent Canal and the 
Richelieu River to Lake Champlain. 


In the 1880s and 1890s, an ambitious program of enlarging the existing canals 
was undertaken, even though it was evident that canals were no longer a major means 
of transportation and communication. With the exception of the St. Lawrence-Great 
Lakes route, the rapid expansion of railways severely undermined their commercial 
viability. However, the St. Lawrence River and Great Lakes System continued to be a 
vital transportation link between the Atlantic Ocean and the heart of the continent 
on the Great Lakes. A new canal was constructed at Sault Ste. Marie between 1887 
and 1895, and the Welland Canal underwent a series of enlargements not completed 


Xi 


until the 1930s. In 1951, the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority was established, 
becoming responsible for the navigation facilities between Montreal and Lake Erie, 
and for construction of the Seaway, which was completed in 1959. This development 
resulted in the eventual closing of the old St. Lawrence canals. Only the Welland 
continues to play a vital role in Canada's transportation network. Other systems, 
particularly the Rideau and Trent, are now maintained for recreational purposes. 


The records of the Canal Branch document the history and development of 
canals in Canada from the great canal age of the early nineteenth century, the period 
of enlargement and expansion, and the ultimate demise of certain systems as 
commercial waterways. 


I wish to acknowledge all those archivists who preceded me in the records of 
the Department of Railways and Canals, in particular Brian Hallett, who laid the 
groundwork for the present inventory. 


Access: All records in RG 43 are open to the public. 


Extent of records: 326.92 m 

Suggested citation: Public Archives of Canada, Records of the Department of 
Railways and Canals, Record Group 43, vol. 1450, file 
10527 

Subsequent citations: PAC, RG, VOLS 0, ileal O27, 


Glenn T. Wright 
February 1986 
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ABBREVIATIONS 


After the first mention, the following names of railways are usually abbreviated. 


Canadian National Railway CNR 
Canadian Pacific Railway GPR 
Grand Trunk Pacific Railway GTPR 
Grand Trunk Railway GTR 


National Transcontinental Railway NTR 
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Part I 


1879 


1380 


INVENTORY OF THE RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
RAILWAYS AND CANALS 


Administrative Outline 


By the mid-1870s, the enormous expansion of government-operated rail- 
ways and the ongoing importance of canal transportation placed a heavy 
administrative and operational burden on the Department of Public Works. 
To alleviate this situation, this department was divided in May and 
reconstituted as two administrations--the Department of Public Works 
and the Department of Railways and Canals--under separate ministers. 
The latter department was organized into two branches, the Railway 
Branch and the Canal Branch, each directed by a chief engineer. (42 
Vict., c.7, s.4-5; House of Commons Debates, 15 April 1879, pp. 1241- 
1246) 


The Railway Branch was responsible for the construction, operation and 
maintenance of government owned railways and telegraph systems. Rail- 
ways under the direction of the department included the CPR, the 
Intercolonial Railway and the Prince Edward Island Railway. The Canal 
Branch was responsible for the construction, operation and maintenance 
of the following canal and navigation systems: St. Lawrence River and 
Great Lakes, Ottawa River, Rideau Canal, Trent River, Richelieu River 
and St. Peter's Canal. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1878-79, p. 1) 


Sir Charles Tupper was appointed Minister of Railways and Canals on 
20 May, and Toussaint Trudeau, former Deputy Minister of Public Works, 
became Deputy Minister of Railways and Canals on 22 September (Public 
Archives of Canada, Records of the Privy Council Office, RG 2, series 1, 
vol. 130, Order in Council 1374, 2 October 1879). The Minister also 
served as Chairman of the Railway Committee of the Privy Council (est. 
1868); the Deputy Minister administered the activities of the Committee 


as Secretary. (Carl Vincent, Records of the Canadian Transport Commis- 
sion, RG 46, Ottawa, 1984, pp. 1-2) 


The new department had a staff of fewer than thirty permanent 
employees at headquarters in Ottawa. In addition to the Minister and 
Deputy Minister, the staff consisted of a Chief Engineer of Railways and 
a Chief Engineer of Canals, each responsible for the engineering plans and 
estimates for works under construction or repair; an Accountant; and a 
Secretary, who was responsible for the general administration of the 
department including the keeping of all records, contracts and reports. 
The department employed a large temporary staff and had an extensive 
"outside service," i.e., those employed on government-operated railways 
and canals. (42 Vict., c.7 s.9-10; Civil Service List 1882, pp. 60-65, 
316-359) 


On 21 October, the government entered into a contract with the CPR 
Company to complete the construction of a transcontinental railway. The 
CPR agreed to build a line from Callander (on Lake Nipissing) to Port 
Moody, British Columbia, on the understanding that the federal govern- 


1881 


1882 


1886 


1888 


1889 


1890 


ment would build those portions lying between Port Arthur (on Lake 
Superior) and the Red River, and between Savona's Ferry and Port Moody, 
B.C. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1880-81, p. ix and Appendix 13, 
pp. 158-178) 


The government-owned portions of the transcontinental railway were sold 
to the CPR Company. (44 Vict., c.1) 


In May, parliament authorized the granting of financial subsidies to aid in 
the construction of railways in Canada. The Railway Branch assumed 
responsibility for the administration of subsidy payments. (45 Vict., c.14; 
Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1882-83, pp. xxi-xxii) 


In the same month, the government authorized the construction of the 
Murray Canal through the isthmus of Murray, connecting the Bay of 
Quinte and Lake Ontario. This was the first new canal construction 
undertaken by Railways and Canals (PAC, PC 1081, 23 May 1882; Rail- 
ways and Canals, Annual Report 1882-83, pp. xlvi-xlvii and Appendix 5, 
p. 126) 


Responsibility for the government's transcontinental telegraph system was 
transferred to the Department of Public Works in July. (PAC, PC 1396, 
5 July 1882). 


On 2 November, all financial matters outstanding between the federal 
government and the CPR Company were settled by order in council. It 
should also be noted that the various portions of transcontinental railway 
constructed by the government had been transferred to the CPR in 1881, 
1882, 1883 and 1885 (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1885-86, p. xvi 
and Appendix 46, pp. 12-16; PAC, PC 1935, 2 November 1886) 


A Royal Commission on Railways (est. 1886) reported its findings in 
January; the major result of its deliberations was a general railway act 
for Canada (51 Vict., c.29) assented to by Parliament on 22 May. One 
provision of the act required all railway companies operating in Canada to 
submit certain statistical returns to the department; these returns formed 
the basis of the annual Railway Statistics published by Railways and 


Canals. (Vincent, Records of the Canadian Transport Commission, RG 46, 
pp. 2-3) 


In January and March, the first contracts were awarded and work began 
on the construction of the Sault Ste. Marie Canal. (Railways and Canals, 


Annual Report, 1890-91, p. Ixxxviii) 


Responsibility for the collection of canal revenues was transferred from 
Inland Revenue to Railways and Canals. (52 Vict., c.19; PAC, PC 1269, 
4 June 1889) 


The Murray Canal was completed and opened for traffic on 14 April. 
(Railways and Canals, Annual Report, 1889-90, Appendix 14, p. 121) 


1892 


1894 


1895 


1899 
1900 


The Tay Canal, connecting Beveridge's Bay on Rideau Lake to the town of 
Perth, was declared part of the Rideau Canal. (PAC PC 2257, 
27 September 1890) 


John Page, Chief Engineer of Canals since the formation of the depart- 
ment, died on 2 July; his duties were assumed by the Deputy Minister, 
Toussaint Trudeau, on 22 November. (PAC, PC 25/2611, 22 November 
1890) 


The department was severely criticized by the Auditor General for 
employing 50 extra staff in addition to its permanent establishment of 34. 
Toussaint Trudeau pointed out that the number of positions in the 
department had not changed since 1880 in spite of "the great increase of 
work entailed by the system of railway subsidies, by the complicated 
business of the Railway Committee of the Privy Council, and by the 
assumption of the collection of canals revenues." Trudeau argued that 
unless the permanent staff was increased, a certain degree of elasticity 
had to be retained: "The construction and completion of the Intercolonial 
Railway, the construction and transfer of the Canadian Pacific Railway, 
the construction and completion of the Cape Breton and New Glasgow 
Railway, and the enlargement of the Dominion canals have all been 
periods necessarily marked in the Department either by the increase of 
the staff or by its reduction." (PAC, PC 2303, 19 August 1892 with 
enclosure, Trudeau to John Haggarty, Minister of Railway and Canals, 
August 1892) 


Trudeau retired on 29 November. Collingwood Schreiber, Chief Engineer 
of Government Railways, was appointed to the dual role of Deputy 
Minister and Chief Engineer of Railways and Canals on 30 November. 
(PAC, Records of the Treasury Board, RG 55, vol. 20011, 21 November 
1892, pp. 145-146) 


Work commenced on the Soulanges Canal, situated on the north side of 
the St. Lawrence River opposite the Beauharnois Canal; the government 
had decided to build a new canal instead of enlarging the existing 
Beauharnois Canal. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1892-93, 
p. 1xxxvi and Appendix 7, pp. 124-128) 


The Culbute Canal on the Ottawa River was closed and abandoned on 
2 November. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1895-96, p. 25) 


The Sault Ste. Marie Canal, connecting Lakes Huron and Superior, was 
completed and opened for traffic on 9 September. (Railways and Canals, 


Annual Report 1895-96, p. Ixx) 


The Soulanges Canal was completed and opened for traffic on 10 October. 


Collingwood Schreiber, Deputy Minister, called attention in his annual 
report to the inadequate number of staff in the department. His 
comments provide an interesting perception of the department's work at 
the turn of the century: 


1903 


1904 


1905 


In addition to the very voluminous correspondence 
with the general public, its necessary record and 
filing, the supervision of the expenditure entailed 
by the government railway and canal works in 
Operation and under construction, and the revenue 
derivable from them, the leasing of lands and 
water powers, the settlement of claims, the letting 
of contracts and the preparation of (often very 
extended) returns . . . there is also the inspection 
of completed portions of subsidized railways, and 
of all railways before they are opened to traffic; 
the inspection of railway bridge structures, with 
the examination of all their plans, required to be 
sent in for approval; inspection of railways subject 
to complaint of any kind; the examination for 
approval of railway by-laws, whether of tariff or 
otherwise, and the carrying out of varied and 
complicated duties entailed on the Railway Com- 
mittee of the Privy Council; further, the compila- 
tion, analysis and printing of extensive statistics 
relating to all Canadian railways, and of similar 
statistics relating to the traffic on the canals of 
the Dominion. In justice to the work to be done 
and to those who are required to perform it, I am 
compelled to state that the staff is inadequate. 


(Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1899-1900, 
p. xliv) 


Schreiber repeated these same remarks in his next two annual reports. 
(Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1900-01, p. lii, and 1901-02, 
pp. xlix-1) 


Under the provisions of an agreement dated 29 July, the Grand Trunk 
Pacific Railway (GTPR) Company undertook the construction and opera- 
tion of a national transcontinental railway from Moncton, New Brunswick, 
to the Pacific Ocean. The federal government agreed to build the eastern 
portion of the line (Moncton to Winnipeg) and lease it when completed, to 
the GTPR. (3 Edw. VII, c.71 and subsequent amendments; Railways and 


Canals, Annual Report 1903-04, pp. xvii-xviii) 


The Board of Railway Commissioners began operations on | February. It 
replaced the Railway Committee of the Privy Council and was indepen- 
dent of the department. Railways and Canals was thus relieved of the 
administration of the Railway Committee. (3 Edw. VII, c.58; PAC, 
PC 122, 18 January 1904; for the subsequent administrative history and a 
description of the records of the Board of Railway Commissioners, see 


Vincent, Records of the Canadian Transport Commission, RG 46, Ottawa, 
1984) 


On 22 June, the system of toll collection was abandoned for all canals 
operated by the department. (PAC, PC 1162, 22 June 1905) 


1906 


1907 


On 1 July, Matthew J. Butler replaced Collingwood Schreiber as Deputy 
Minister and Chief Engineer of Railways and Canals. Schreiber was 
appointed General Consulting Engineer to the government on railway 
matters, as a direct result of the vast increase in departmental responsi 
bilities for construction of the GTPR and the general operation of 
government owned railways. (PAC, PC 1382, 29 July 1905) 


Butler agreed with his predecessors, Trudeau and Schreiber, that the 
department was seriously understaffed and was in need of reorganization. 
In his first report as Deputy Minister, Butler pointed out: 


Notwithstanding the great and ever-extending 
addition to its work, as the natural and very 
satisfactory issue of the rapid growth of the coun- 
try during the last quarter of a century, the fixed 
staff remains practically unchanged. Compared 
with any large railway company, business or legal 
house, the department is much undermanned, and 
its staff is out of all proportion to the work that 
has to be done. The consequence is that many 
matters are barred from the prompt treatment 
they should receive, despite the best efforts of the 
officials concerned. This condition of affairs to 
which, I note, my predecessor, in several previous 
reports, has drawn attention, should, in the public 
interests, be remedied without delay. (Railways 
and Canals, Annual Report 1904-05, p. Ixix; the 
same concern was expressed in the subsequent 
annual report, 1905-06, pp. Ixviii-lxix) 


The widespread adoption of electricity for light and power, and the 
installation of electrical systems at canal stations and general main- 
tenance resulted in the creation of a new position of Electrical Engineer 
in the Office of the Chief Engineer. (PAC, PC 882, 15 May 1906) 


A Statistical Branch, under the direction of a Comptroller of Statistics, 
was organized within the department for the collection and compilation of 
the railway and canal statistics. (PAC, PC 134/1278, 25 June 1906) 


On 29 August, the cantilever bridge under construction over the St. 
Lawrence River at Quebec City collapsed. Under the terms of the 
original agreement between the government and the Quebec Bridge and 
Railway Company (3 Edw. VII, c.54), the government reserved the right 
to take over the construction of the bridge. This right was exercised in 
1908. 


The Beauharnois Canal, superseded by the Soulanges Canal in 1899, was 
leased to a private company for the development of electrical power. 
(PAC, PC 2009, 14 October 1907) 


1908 


1909 


1910 


Government survey parties were sent to investigate the feasibility of 
constructing a rail line from The Pas (on the Canadian Northern Railway) 
to Hudson Bay to serve as an alternative outlet for western grain. 
(Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1908-09, pp. 17-18, 215-221) 


The entire department was reorganized and enlarged in accordance with 
reforms initiated under the Civil Service Act of 1908. Staff at head- 
quarters (i.e., inside service) was increased to 85 and was divided into five 
main branches: 


The Secretary's Branch, under the direction of the Departmental 
Secretary, was responsible for all correspondence, records-keeping, 
messenger services and general administrative matters. 


The Law Branch, consisting of the Departmental Solicitor and his assis- 
tant, was responsible for all legal matters affecting the department, such 
as draft legislation, contracts, leases and agreements. 


The Statistical Branch, under the direction of the Comptroller of 
Statistics, was responsible for the collection and compilation of the 
railway and canal statistics published annually by the department. 


The Accountant's Branch, consisting of the Departmental Accountant and 
a small staff, was responsible for the financial and accounting operations 
of the department, including the auditing of payrolls, accounts and 
contractor's estimates, the collection of revenue and the preparation of 
the annual accounting report. 


The Chief Engineer's Branch was the main operational arm of the 
department, under the direction of the Principal Assistant and Designing 
Engineer. His professional staff in 1909 consisted of a Hydraulic and 
Bridge Engineer, a Chief Draughtsman, a Draughtsman of Railway Plans, 
an Architectural Draughtsman and a photographer. The branch also 
included an Inspecting Engineer and an Electrical Engineer. The Chief 
Engineer's Branch was responsible for all engineering projects undertaken 
by the department; the preparation of maps, plans and estimates and the 
control of capital expenditures for railways and canals constructed by the 
department. (PAC, PC 161, 25 January 1909) 


The position of General Manager, Canadian Government Railways, was 
replaced by the Government Railways Managing Board, which supervised 
all operations and activities of railways owned or operated by the federal 
government. The Deputy Minister of Railways and Canals served as 
Chairman of the Board. (PAC, PC 825, 20 April 1909) 


In December, contracts were awarded for the initial work on the 
reconstruction of the Quebec Bridge. (Railways and Canals, Annual 


Report 1909-10, p. xxii) 


On 5 February, M.J. Butler, who had filled the dual office of Deputy 
Minister and Chief Engineer of Railways and Canals, resigned and, on the 


1911 


19472 


194 


1914 


appointment of A.W. Campbell to the position of Deputy Minister on the 
same date, the department reverted to the principle of having a special 
officer as Chief Engineer. This office was assigned to W.A. Bowden on 
22 April. (PAC, PC 780, 22 April 1910; Railways and Canals, Annual 
Report 1909-10, p. 7) 


Construction of the Hudson Bay Railway began in August. (Railways and 
Canals, Annual Report 1912-13, p. 17) 


The construction of the National Transcontinental Railway (NTR) (Eastern 
Division), and its operation until completed and leased to the GTPR, was 
placed under the control of one commissioner, R.W. Leonard. (PAC, 
PC 807, 4 April 1912) 


As the work of the department  increased--especially railway 
development--it became necessary to create the Office of Assistant 
Deputy Minister with overall responsibility for the administration of the 
department, which now permanently employed 102 persons. (PAC, 
PC 112/1133, 3 May 1912 and PC 183/1069, 27 April 1912) 


Contracts for five of the nine sections of the new Welland Ship Canal 
were awarded, and construction began. The new canal was designed to 
accommodate larger draught vessels than the existing one. (Railways and 


Canals, Annual Report 1914-15, p. xxv) 


The Government Railways Managing Board was abolished in May, and the 
supervision and direction of all government railways was assumed by F.P. 
Gutelius as General Manager of Government Railways. (Railways and 
Canals, Annual Report 1913-14, p. 9; PAC PC 1031, 5 May 1913) 


On 17 November the last spike was driven on the NTR. (Railways and 
Canals, Annual Report 1916-17, p. xvii) 


A Right of Way Division of the department was organized under the 
Deputy Minister to inspect, appraise, expropriate and negotiate for 
property required for right of way for maintenance, operation and 
construction of canals, railways and terminals under the jurisdiction of 
the department. This division also investigated any claims made against 
the department arising out of the expropriation of land by the depart- 
ment. (PAC, Records of the Royal Commission on Technical and 
Professional Services, RG 33/15, vol. 7, Railways and Canals, Book 1) 


The International Railway of New Brunswick was leased by the govern- 
ment under the terms of an agreement dated 1 August 1914, and operated 
as part of the government railway system. (PAC, PC 2161, 27 August 
1914) 


On 12 June, Railways and Canals assumed control and management of the 
Eastern Division of the NTR until it was leased to the GTPR. Major R.W. 
Leonard resigned as Commissioner of the NTR, and the Minister of 
Railways and Canals was appointed in his place. (4-5 Geo. V, c.43; PAC, 
PCN7S9, 3 July 1914) 


Las 


1916 


1947 


1918 


On 6 September, the Western Division of the NTR (Winnipeg to Prince 
Rupert) began operations under the direction of the GTPR. (Railways 


and Canals, Annual Report 1916-17, p. xviii) 


On | May, the NTR from Quebec City to Winnipeg was taken over for 
operation as part of the Canadian Government Railways system and was 
put into operation on | June. The department was now responsible for the 
entire line between Moncton and Winnipeg. (Railways and Canals, Annual 


Report 1916-17, p. xvii) 


A royal commission was appointed on 13 July to inquire into the general 
problem of transportation in Canada, the status of each of the transcon- 
tinental systems (CPR, Canadian Northern Railway and NTR/GTPR, and 
the feasibility of reorganizing any of the three lines or acquiring them for 
the government. (PAC, PC 1680, 13 July 1916) 


In April, two of the three commissioners appointed to inquire into 
railways and transportation in Canada, Sir Henry Drayton and Sir W. 
Acworth, submitted their report in which they recommended that the 
government acquire the Canadian Northern Railway, the GTPR and the 
GTR; A.H. Smith, the third commissioner, submitted a minority report 
and recommended continued government assistance to the Canadian 
Northern Railway, the GTPR and the GTR. 


Car ferry terminals on the Northumberland Strait between Nova Scotia 
and Prince Edward Island at Cape Tormentine and Carleton Point were 
completed and placed in operation. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 
1917-18, p. 66) 


Construction work on the Hudson Bay Railway and the Welland Ship Canal 
was suspended for the duration of World War I. (Railways and Canals, 


Annual Report 1919-20, p. 74) 


In September, the government received statutory authority to acquire the 
stock of the Canadian Northern Railway; an agreement dated 1 October 
between the government and the company was approved by cabinet on 
15 November. (7-8 Geo. V., c.24; PAC, PC 3225, 15 November 1917) 


The reconstruction of the Quebec Bridge was completed and the bridge 
opened for traffic on 3 December. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 
1917-18, p. xvi) 


The reconstruction of St. Peter's Canal, commenced in 1912, was com- 
pleted in November. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1919-20, p. 80) 


Archibald Campbell retired as Deputy Minister on 22 June and was 
succeeded, on an acting basis, by Graham Bell. Campbell was subse- 
quently appointed by the government to study the need for improved 
highway transportation in Canada. (PAC, PC 1527, 22 June 1918 and 
PC 3000, 5 December 1918) 


EOED 


On completion of arbitration proceedings in September 1918, the govern- 
ment assumed complete control of the Canadian Northern Railway. A new 
board of directors was appointed, and on 20 November the jurisdiction of 
the board was extended to include Canadian Government Railways. The 
following month the Board of Management was directed by the govern- 
ment to use the term "Canadian National Railways" in lieu of Canadian 
Northern Railway and Canadian Government Railways. (Railways and 
Canals, Annual Report 1921-22, p. 19, PAC, PC 3122, 20 December 1918) 


The responsibility for the collection and compilation of the railway and 
canal statistics was transferred in May to the new Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics. (8-9 Geo. V, c.46, s.26) 


By 1918, departmental staff and activities had expanded dramatically. 
The basic structure had not changed since 1909, although new responsibili- 
ties had been added to the department's mandate. The Secretary's Branch 
and the Departmental Solicitor remained much as they had been in 1909. 
The Accountant's Branch, now under the direction of a Financial 
Comptroller, was responsible for all the auditing work performed in the 
department in connection with Canadian National Railways. The Chief 
Engineer continued to have major responsibility for the operational 
activities of the department. In addition to his own staff of professional 
engineers, he also supervised the construction and operation of the 
following facilities: Port Nelson Terminals, Cape Tormentine Ferry 
Terminals, Hudson Bay Railway, and the country's canal system. (Civil 
Service Commission, Organization Chart - Railways and Canals, July 
1918) 


On 7 March, after protracted and unsuccessful negotiations with the 
GTPR, the Minister of Railways and Canals was appointed receiver of 
that system and all its properties, including railways, telegraphs, steam- 
ships, hotels and elevators. (PAC, PC 517, 7 March 1919 and PC 547, 
13 March 1919). Several months later, in November, the GTR system was 
acquired by the government. (10 Geo. V., c.13 and c.17; a detailed 
description of the acquisition of the GTR can be found in Railways and 


Canals, Annual Report 1920-21, pp. 135ff) 


The CNR Company was formally incorporated in June to operate the 
former Canadian Government Railways and the Canadian Northern Rail- 
way. (9-10 Geo. V,c.13). This act was not to come into effect until a 
Board of Directors was appointed. This step was taken in 1922. 


The Canada Highways Act (9-10 Geo. V, c.54), assented to 7 July, 
authorized a federal subsidy of $20,000,000 for the construction of a 
nation-wide system of main trunk highways connecting major centres to 
serve local as well as through traffic. Railways and Canals assumed 
responsibility for the administration of the legislation through a Commis- 
sioner and an Honourary Advisory Council. (Railways and Canals, Annual 
Report 1919-20, pp. 15, 83-84). A.W. Campbell, former Deputy Minister, 
was appointed Commissioner of Highways on 1 April; the Minister of the 
department served as chairman of the Advisory Council. (PAC, PC 1021, 
15 May 1919 and PC 1657, 7 August 1919) 


1920 


1921 


1922 


1923 


10 


Construction work on the Welland Ship Canal was resumed. (Railways and 
Canals, Annual Report 1919-20, p. 15) 


The Grand Trunk Railway Acquisition Act, 1919, and a subsequent 
agreement between the government and the GTR dated 8 March 1920, 
provided for the creation of a Committee of Management to insure that 
the GTR system operated in harmony with Canadian National Railways, 
the two systems to operate as nearly as possible as one system. The 
committee functioned until May 1921 and was successful in unifying and 
consolidating various facilities and operations. The GTPR was also 
operated as part of Canadian National Railways commencing in 
September 1920. (PAC, PC 1089, 15 May 1920 and PC 1595, 12 July 1920; 
Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1920-21, p. 81 and 1921-22 p. 6) 


The settlement of all outstanding matters between the government and 
the GTR were submitted to a Board of Arbitration in July 1920 under the 
chairmanship of Sir Walter Cassels. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 
1920-21, p. 141) 


When the Grand Trunk Railway Board of Arbitration failed to complete its 
deliberations by 9 April 1921, the government asked parliament to support 
its policy with respect to the GTR acquisition. The Act (11-12 Geo. V., 
c.9) was passed, and the arbitration proceedings resumed and were 
completed in July. The arbitrators made their awards in September, 
allowing the government to fully incorporate the GTR into Canadian 
National Railways. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1920-21, p. 144) 


The Advisory Council formed in connection with highway development 
resigned; A.W. Campbell was appointed Chief Commissioner of the Cana- 
dian Highways Commission with a small staff within the department. 
(PAC, PC 4384, 15 November 1921) 


On 4 October, the Grand Trunk Railway Board of Directors resigned and a 
new board, including Sir Henry Thornton as president and the Deputy 
Minister of Railways and Canals as a member, was appointed by the 
federal government, thus bringing into existence the CNR Company. The 
new board met for the first time in Toronto on 10 October. (PAC, 
PC 2094 and PC 2095, 4 October 1922; Railways and Canals, Annual 


Report 1921-22, pp. 17-18) 


Responsibility for the administration of the Government Employees 
Compensation Act (8-9 Geo. V, c.15) was transferred to Railways and 
Canals from the Department of Finance because disbursements were 
largely due to accidents and injuries to employees of government-owned 
railways. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1923-24, pp. 10-11; PAC, 
PC 1807, 3 October 1928) 


The actual unification of the GTR and Canadian National Railways was — 
authorized on 30 January, and on 5 February, Montreal was selected as 
the corporate headquarters. (PAC, PC 181, 30 January 1923, PC 194, 
5 February 1923) 


1924 


1926 


1927 


1929 


1930 


In March, the government established an interdepartmental committee to 
co-ordinate the views of officials in those departments to be affected by 
the proposed improvement of the St. Lawrence River by Canada and the 
United States. Two months later, a Board of Engineers was appointed to 
examine further into matters relating to the St. Lawrence River; Duncan 
McLachlan, an engineer with Railways and Canals, was appointed 
chairman of the board. (PAC, PC 386, 10 March 1924, PC 778 and 779, 
7 May 1924) 


The task of completing the Hudson Bay Railway was resumed by the 
department following an interval of eight years; much of the completed 
work was ruined and had to be reconstructed. (Railways and Canals, 


Annual Report 1927-28, pp. xiv-xv) 


With the resumption of work on the Hudson Bay Railway, the department 
decided to move the proposed terminal point from Nelson to Churchill. 
(Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1927-28, pp. xv-xvi) 


G.A. Bell retired as Deputy Minister on 13 January and was succeeded by 
R.A.C. Henry. (PAC, PC 192, 4 February 1929) 


On 1 March, R.A.C. Henry resigned his position of Deputy Minister and 
was succeeded by Irving V. Smart. (PAC, PC 502, 5 March 1930) 


A royal commission was appointed on 11 June to inquire into the economic 
and national benefits, location and probable traffic of a canal connecting 
the Bay of Fundy and the Northumberland Straits across the isthmus of 
Chignecto. (PAC, PC 1325, 11 June 1930) 


A new grain elevator, constructed under the supervision of the Depart- 
ment of Public Works at Prescott, Ontario, was transferred to Railways 
and Canals on 1 October. (Railways and Canals, Annual Report 1930-31, 
p. xi) 


The number of permanent staff at headquarters gradually decreased from 
110 in 1918 to 86 in 1926. With the resumption of work on the Hudson Bay 
Railway and the investigation of the proposed St. Lawrence River 
development, departmental staff increased to 119 by 1931-32. 


In April 1929, the government had appointed a royal commission to 
investigate technical and professional services in the civil service. In the 
course of its deliberations, the commission made an intensive study of the 
structure and organization of each department. The material prepared by 
the Department of Railways and Canals provides a valuable insight into 
its functions as they existed in 1930. This information (in PAC, RG 43, 
vol. 2772) is summarized here: 


The Deputy Minister was in charge of the overall direction of the 
department's activities. Certain administrative responsibilities had been 
delegated to an Assistant Deputy Minister, including the preparation of 
the annual report, parliamentary returns and publicity. He was also 


11 


1931 


12 


heavily involved with the proposed Chignecto Canal and the ongoing 
discussions with the United States on the proposed development of the St. 
Lawrence River. 


The Departmental Secretary was responsible for the correspondence and 
records of the department, applications for free railway transportation, 
control of government-owned railway cars for the use of officials, 
translation services and messenger services. 


The Comptroller's Branch had evolved from a single accountant in 1879 to 
a staff of 15 by 1930. In addition to the auditing and accounting 
responsibilities as described in 1909 and 1918, this branch also adminis- 
tered the Government Employees Compensation Act, maintained a run- 
ning audit of the accounts of CNR, Canadian Government Merchant 
Marine, and Canadian National Steamships for the purpose of proving the 
necessity for the advancement of public funds. 


The Law Branch, with a staff of seven, was under the direction of the 
Departmental Solicitor, who was responsible for all legal matters arising 
out of the administration and operations. 


The Personnel Division was responsible for all personnel matters at 
headquarters and in the field. 


The Purchasing Branch purchased all supplies and materials required in 
the construction, operation and maintenance of canals and other projects 
undertaken by the department. 


The Right of Way Agent was responsible for the inspection, appraisal, 
expropriation and negotiation of purchase of land required for right of 
way or in connection with maintenance, operation or construction of 
canals, terminals and railways. 


The Chief Engineer's Division was responsible for all engineering and 
construction work undertaken by Railways and Canals, including the 
preparation of maps, plans and estimates. With the assistance of a large 
professional engineering and draughting staff, the division was responsible 
for the following projects in 1930: the construction of the Welland Ship 
Canal, dredging operations, design and construction of the Hudson Bay 
Railway and terminal facilities, all engineering matters relating to the 
development of the St. Lawrence River, the proposed Chignecto Canal, 
grain elevators at Port Colborne and Prescott, and the operation and 
maintenance of Canada's extensive canal system. 


The Department of Railways and Canals maintained this basic structure 
and organization until it was transformed into the Department of Trans- 
port in 1936. 


The royal commission appointed in 1930 to investigate the feasibility of 
the Chignecto Canal was abolished, and a new one appointed in its place. 
Public meetings were held throughout the Maritimes in the fall of 1931, 


19532 


1933 


1936 


but no further action was taken on the canal. (PAC, PC 1661, 14 July 


1931 and PC 1686, 21 July 1931; Railways and Canals, Annual Report 
1931-32, p. 96) 


The Welland Ship Canal was officially opened on 6 August, although the 
facilities of the new canal had been used as the through-water route 
between Lakes Ontario and Erie since November 1930. (Railways and 


Canals, Annual Report 1931-32, p. 9) 


A Canadian Travel Bureau was established within the department to 
stimulate interest in the tourist industry. (Railways and Canals, Annual 
Report 1934-35, p. 9; PAC, PC 124/2936, 19 November 1934) 


In order to consolidate federal transportation responsibilities into one 
agency, the Department of Railways and Canals, the Department of 
Marine and the Civil Aviation Branch of the Department of National 
Defence were amalgamated on 2 November as the Department of 
Transport. (1 Edw. VIII, c.34; PAC, PC 59/2798, 29 October 1936 and 
PC 2334, 10 September 1936) 
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Part Il 


A. 


Records of the Department of Railways and Canals 


RAILW AY BRANCH RECORDS, 1867-1936 


I. 


Correspondence 


1. 


Correspondence Received, 1879-1901, 4.1 m (Vols. 1-41) 


The records in this series consist of the registered correspondence 
of the Railway Branch relating to many aspects of the branch's 
responsibilities, in particular the incorporation of railroad 
companies and the granting of cash and land subsidies. 


All incoming branch correspondence was registered with a conse- 
cutive letter number and a subject number, and the records were 
arranged and maintained by subject. This series also includes some 
miscellaneous correspondence and documents (vols. 40-41). 


Contemporary finding aids to the records in this series are described 
in A.II.1, p. 16. The vast proportion of registered correspondence 
created between 1879 and 1901 was brought forward in 1901 and was 
included in a new system of subject files described below. A list of 
the subject numbers and titles is available as well as a list, by 
number only, of letters in this series. 


Subject Files, 1867-1936, 103.1 m (Vols. 187-698, 2786-2790, 
2802-2803) 


The records in this series are a continuation of the registered 
Correspondence described above. The branch continued to register 
all correspondence until 1906, although in 1901 a numeric subject 
file system was adopted. 


These records relate to all aspects of government involvement with 
railway development in Canada, and include documentation relating 
to the creation of the CNR. Also included are files created by the 
Railway Branch when it was part of the Department of Public 
Works, 1867-1879, as well as files created by the branch between 
1879 and 1900. Some unnumbered subject files, loose correspondence 
and documents are also part of this series (vols. 697-698). 


By 1936 a massive card index to these records had been created and 
is available as a finding aid in the Federal Archives Division. The 
files are indexed by name of railway, by geographical location, and 
by persons and firms. Not all of the files indexed still exist in this 
series, but those that do have been listed; other files created during 
this period and as early as the 1850s can be found in RG 12, 
particularly in vols. 1848-2024. 
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Quebec Bridge, 1885-1916, 0.4 m (Vols. 698-700) 


The Quebec Bridge Company, later renamed the Quebec Bridge and 
Railroad Company, was incorporated in 1887 for the purpose of 
constructing a railway bridge across the St. Lawrence River above 
Quebec City. (50-51 Vic., c.98). Little work was done on the bridge 
until 1900 when the company received financial assistance from the 
Dominion, provincial and municipal governments, and contracts 
were entered into with the Phoenix Company. 


The bridge, not yet complete, collapsed on 29 August 1907, a 
catastrophe that ruined the Quebec Bridge Company and the con- 
tractors. A royal commission was appointed in 1907 to investigate 
the accident, and the following year the Dominion government 
decided to rebuild the bridge as a link in the NTR. 


A Board of Engineers was appointed in August 1908 to arrange for 
and to supervise the erection of a new bridge. In spite of a second 
serious accident in September 1916, the bridge was completed and 
the first train passed over the structure on 17 October 1917; the 
bridge opened for regular traffic on 3 December 1917. 


The records in this series consist of the minute books of the Quebec 
Bridge and Railroad Company, 1897-1905; stock certificates, 1904; 
correspondence, 1885-1908, 1916; and the Record of Fabrication, 
1913-1916. A list is available. 


Il. Registers and Indexes 


1. 


Journals, 1879-1906, 5.8 m (Vols. 42-158) 


The journals are registers of all Railway Branch correspondence 
received and sent between 1879 and 1906. All correspondence was 
numbered consecutively and then arranged by a subject number. 
Each register records the subject, subject number, date of the 
correspondence, name of the correspondent and a detailed synopsis 
of every letter, telegram and memorandum. 


Some of the incoming correspondence registered in the journals is 
available in series A.I.l. A large portion of the correspondence was 
brought forward and placed on the branch's subject files in 1901 
when a subject file system was adopted as described on p. 15. 
Department of Transport files created after 1936 may also include 
original correspondence created by the Railway Branch of the 
Department of Railways and Canals in this period. Journals for the 
period 1867-1879 are available in the records of the Department of 
Public Works (RG 11, vols. 804-816). These journals may include 
registration information for correspondence received and sent after 
1879. 


For outgoing correspondence, the journals provide a reference to a 
letterbook and a page number, however the books themselves have 
not survived. A list, by name of railway and volume number, is 
available as a finding aid. 


Registers of Letters Received, 1867-1893, 2.4 m (Vols. 159-182) 


The records in this series consist of registers of letters received in 
the Railway Branch between July 1867 (when the branch was in the 
Department of Public Works) and July 1893. The following details 
about each letter received are recorded: subject, subject number, 
name of correspondent, date of the correspondence, letter number 
and a synopsis of the contents. A reference is also provided to the 
folio number in the journals (see p. 16), where all correspondence 
received and sent pertaining to a specific subject (e.g., name of 
railway) is described in chronological order. Note that the journals 
began in 1879; those for the period 1867 to 1879 can be found in 
RG 11, vols. 643-708. 


The registers in this series are indexed in two ways--first, by name 
of correspondent and second by name of departmental official, 
government department or special subject (e.g., orders in council, 
petitions). 


In July 1893, the Railway Branch discontinued this method of 
records keeping; subsequent entries were made directly into the 
journals and indexed in General Indexes (see below) or Special 
Indexes (see p. 18). Researchers should also consult the registers of 
papers filed (see p. 18). 


A shelf list is available as a finding aid. 
General Indexes, 1893-1909, 0.4 m (Vols. 183, 703-704) 


This series consists of three indexes to the general correspondence 
received in the Railway Branch between 1893 and 1909. This system 
of indexing incoming correspondence began in July 1893 and 
replaced the registers of letters received (see above). In the general 
indexes, one will find the name of the correspondent in alphabetical 
order, and a letter number (all incoming letters were assigned a 
consecutive number). 


Using the letter number, it is possible to locate a synopsis of the 
correspondence in the journals (see p. 16); the indexes for the years 
1901-1909 (vols. 703-704) also make direct reference to a numbered 
subject file. The disposition of the correspondence for the period 
1893-1906 can also be checked in the registers of papers filed (see p. 
18). 


Correspondence with departmental officials and other government 
departments is indexed separately in the Special Indexes (see p. 18). 
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The General Indexes were discontinued in 1909 in favour of a card 
index, which is available in the Federal Archives Division for 
consultation. 


A shelf list is available as a finding aid for this series. 
Special Indexes, 1893-1909, 0.5 m (Vols. 184, 705-707) 


The records in this series consist of four indexes to Railway Branch 
correspondence called Special Indexes. They provide a brief synop- 
sis of each letter received in the branch from other government 
departments and agencies, the CPR Company, the Chief Engineer of 
Railways and Canals, and all correspondence relating to orders in 
council, petitions and tenders. The index provides a cross-reference 
to the appropriate journal (see p. 16) until 1906, and then to a file 
number. Files in our custody are described above on p. 15. The 
Special Index system of recording correspondence received was 
discontinued in 1909. Papers Filed (see below) should also be 
consulted to determine the ultimate disposition of each document 
indexed. 


The finding aid is a shelf list. 

Papers Filed, 1879-1906, 1.0 m (Vols. 2791-2801) 

This series consists of registers of papers filed that were maintained 
by the Railway Branch as part of its records-keeping operation. 


These registers recorded all correspondence received in the branch 
by the number of the letter received, the date, the name of the 


‘correspondent and the nature of the action taken. Beginning in July 


1893 (vol. 2797), the subject number was added to the recorded 
information, thus serving as a cross-reference to the journals (see p. 
16); in May 1901 (vol. 2798), when the branch adopted a numbered 
file records system, the file number was also added to the infor- 
mation recorded for each incoming letter. This system was con- 
tinued until 1906 when the branch converted its indexing system to 
cards. This card index was maintained until Railways and Canals 
was transformed into the Department of Transport in 1936, and is 
now available in Federal Archives Division for consultation. 


The registers of papers filed for the period 1893 to 1906 (vols. 2796- 
1801) also serve as indexes to the General and Special Indexes (see 
pp. 17-18) by providing a link between the indexes and the journals. 
Researchers should also note that at some later date the records of 
the branch were screened by departmental officials, resulting in the 
destruction of a large number of files; these are so marked in the 
papers filed. In instances where the records were retained and 
added to numbered subject files in Railways and Canals or even 
later to Department of Transport subject files, the file numbers 
have been noted. 


A shelf list for these volumes is available as a finding aid. 
Subsidies to Railways, 1883-1901, 0.05 m (Vol. 186) 


This series consists of a ledger showing subsidies awarded to various 
railway companies to assist in construction. Each entry provides the 
following information: name of railway, date, amount paid, 
authority for payment, a description of the section of the railway to 
which the subsidy applied, the act of parliament authorizing the 
subsidy, the total amount and the amount lapsed. 


The ledger is arranged in alphabetical order by name of railway 
from the Alberta Southern Railway to the Inverness and Richmond 
Railway, however, the list is neither complete nor comprehensive. 
The annual reports of the Department of Railways and Canals 
contain full descriptions of all subsidies granted to railroad compa- 
nies. 


lil. Office of the Chief Engineer 


le 


Canadian Pacific Railway, 1875-1892, 1.3 m (Vols. 708-716, 736-740, 
751) 


In 1871 the Dominion government promised British Columbia a 
railroad connection with Canada if the West Coast colony entered 
Confederation. Two separate companies, the Interoceanic Railway 
and the CPR, were chartered in June 1872 (35 Vict., c.71, 72), but 
when government attempts to amalgamate them failed, a new CPR 
Company was incorporated in February 1873 to build a transconti- 
nental railway under government auspices. 


Government surveys commenced as early as 1871 and by 1874 
construction on some sections of the line, such as the Pembina 
Branch, had begun. By 1880, 722 miles of track were either 
completed or under contract, and the government had spent in 
excess of $14,000,000. 


But progress was not very encouraging, and in 1880 the CPR 
Company offered to complete the railway if granted certain subsi- 
dies and privileges, including $25,000,000 and 25,000,000 acres of 
land. In October 1880, an agreement was signed between the 
government and the CPR in which the company agreed to build the 
line between Callander on Lake Nipissing and Port Moody, British 
Columbia. The government agreed to build those portions between 
Port Arthur and Red River, and Savona's Ferry (Kamloops) and Port 
Moody. The CPR promised to complete the entire line by 1891. As 
the government completed portions of the line in the early 1880s, 
they were turned over to the CPR. In November 1886, all matters 
outstanding between the government and the company were settled. 
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The records in this series consist of registered and unregistered 
correspondence, 1875-1891 (vols. 708-716), registers of letters 
received, 1879-1892 (vols. 737-740) and two special registers of 
correspondence received concerning the CPR, 1880-1892 (vols. 736, 
751) which are arranged by subject matter and by the name of 
departmental official. All registers provide a full synopsis of each 
letter. A shelf list is available as a finding aid. A large proportion 
of the correspondence relating to the early construction of the CPR 
was brought forward to the Department of Transport registry in 
1936 and can now be found in RG 12, vols. 1848-2112. 


Cape Breton Railway, 1886-1892, 0.6 m (Vols. 717-721, 741) 


In 1886, the government received authorization from parliament (49 
Vict., c.l4) to undertake the construction of a railway in Cape 
Breton extending from Point Tupper on the Canso Strait to Leitches 
Creek, with extensions to Sydney and North Sydney. Ferry connec- 
tions between Point Tupper and Port Mulgrave on the Nova Scotia 
mainland provided a link with the Intercolonial Railway system. A 
portion of the line was opened in November 1890, and the entire line 
was operational by January 1891. In August 1891, the Cape Breton 
Railway was declared part of the Intercolonial Railway. (54-55 
Vict., c.50) 


The records in this series include a small collection of registered 
correspondence, 1886-1892 (vols. 717-719), agreements, estimates 
and contracts, 1887-1891 (vols. 720-721), and a register of all letters 
received by the Chief Engineer during the construction of the Cape 
Breton Railway, 1886-1892 (vol. 741). For each letter received the 
register notes the subject, the name of the correspondent, the date 
and the letter number, and gives a detailed synopsis. The register is 
indexed by correspondent and by subject. A shelf list is available as 
a finding aid. 


Oxford and New Glasgow Railway, 1887-1897, 0.4 m (Vols. 722-724) 


Authorization was received from parliament in 1882 to construct a 
railway between Oxford Station, Nova Scotia, on the Intercolonial 
Railway and Brown's Point on the Pictou Town Branch line of the 
same system. It included a branch from Pugwash Junction to 
Pugwash Harbour. The Oxford and New Glasgow Railway opened on 
15 July 1890 and was declared part of the Intercolonial Railway 
system in August 1891. (54-55 Vict., c.50) 


The records relating to this railway consist of a portion of the 
registered correspondence, 1887-1891 (vols. 722-723) and agree- 
ments, 1887-1897 (vol. 24). 


Annapolis and Digby Railway, 1889-1892, 0.2 m (Vols. 724, 742) 


The construction of this railway, to run between Annapolis and 
Digby, Nova Scotia, was originally planned by the Western Counties 
Railway Company. The company failed to complete the line, and 
with authority from parliament the government assumed responsi- 
bility for the construction. (52 Vict., c.8). When the Annapolis and 
Digby line was completed in July 1891, it provided an unbroken 
connection by rail between Yarmouth and Halifax, through an 
arrangement with the Windsor and Annapolis Railway Company. In 
January 1894, the railway was transferred to the Yarmouth and 
Annapolis Railway Company. (PAC, PC 124, 17 January 1894) 


The records in this series consist of a small portion of the registered 
correspondence concerning construction of the line, 1890-1891 (vol. 
724), and a special index of all correspondence addressed to Colling- 
wood Schreiber, Chief Engineer and General Manager of Govern- 
ment Railways; Alexander P. Bradley, Secretary and Chief Clerk of 
the Department; and L. Caddy (vol. 742). 


Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island Railways, 1877-1906, 2.1 m 
(Vols. 743-747, 752-758, 759-767) 


The Intercolonial Railway was originally developed as a means of 
providing rail communication between Upper and Lower Canada and 
the Maritime colonies of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. Con- 
struction commenced at various locations in the early 1850s, and 
portions of the line between Halifax and Rivière-du-Loup were 
completed by 1860. When Confederation was achieved in 1867, the 
new Dominion government assumed ownership of all government- 
built lines in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and responsibility for 
extending the lines into an intercolonial system. One of the 
government's first tasks was to connect the lines already completed, 
which included Halifax to Truro and Saint John to Shediac, and to 
construct the line from Truro to Riviere-du-Loup to connect with 
the GTR. The entire line was opened for traffic on 1 July 1876. 
The Intercolonial Railway was operated by the government until 
1918 and was the direct responsibility of the Department of 
Railways and Canals. 


Construction of a railway on Prince Edward Island connecting 
Alberton and Georgetown was authorized by the provincial govern- 
ment in April 1871. When the Island entered Confederation in July 
1873, the railway, then under construction, became the property of 
the Dominion government. The line was completed and opened for 
traffic on 4 January 1875. Various branch lines were added in 1885, 
1905, 1908 and 1912. By the end of World War I, the Prince Edward 
Island Railway extended from Tignish to Georgetown, and from 
Charlottetown to Murray Harbour, with branches to Souris, Elmira 
and Cape Traverse. The Intercolonial Railway and the Prince 
Edward Island Railway became known in the early 1890s as the 
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Canadian Government Railways and remained as such until amalga- 
mated with the Canadian Northern Railway to form Canadian 
National Railways in December 1918. 


The records in this series include registers of letters received 
concerning both railways, 1877-1882, and for the period when they 
were referred to as Canadian Government Railways, 1883-1906 
(vols. 743-747, 752-758); and registers of letters received, 1884- 
1906, from David Pottinger who served as Chief Superintendent of 
the Intercolonial Railway, 1879-1892, and General Manager of 
Canadian Government Railways, 1892-1909, which included both the 
Intercolonial and Prince Edward Island Railways (vols. 763-767). 
This series also includes indexes to letters sent between 1881 and 
1896 from the Office of the Chief Engineer in Ottawa to Pottinger 
(vols. 759-762). A shelf list is available as a finding aid. 


The above-mentioned registers and indexes can be used as finding 
aids to the extensive collection of Intercolonial Railway letterbooks 
in RG 30, Canadian National Railways. The Intercolonial Railway 
material includes the following: letterbooks of the Assistant 
Superintendent, 1874-1877 (RG 30, vols. 12171-12179); Superinten- 
dent's and Chief Superintendent's letterbooks on general matters, 
1876-1892 (RG 30, vols. 12183-12199, 12206-12293), and correspon- 
dence with the Chief Engineer, Government Railways, 1879-1893 
(RG 30, vols. 12200-12202, 12294-12309); General Superintendent's 
letterbooks, 1899-1905 (RG 30, vols. 12318-12378); the letterbooks 
of the General Manager, Canadian Government Railways, on general 
matters, 1893-1910 (RG 30, vols. 12313-12317), correspondence with 
the Department of Railways and Canals, 1893-1913 (RG 30, vols. 
12131-12166), and correspondence concerning the Prince Edward 
Island Railways, 1892-1905 (RG 30, vols. 12167-12170, 12311-12312); 
telegram books, 1875-1912 (RG 30, vols. 12407-12453); and various 
letter registers, 1879-1887, 1901 (RG 30, vols. 12403-12406, 12455). 


Railways General, 1884-1895, 1.1 m (Vols. 725-732, 748-750) 


This series consists of registered correspondence concerning the 
construction and operation of various railways under the jurisdiction 
of the Chief Engineer and General Manager of Government Rail- 
ways, 1890-1895 (vols. 725-732), and registers of all letters received 
on the subject of railways in general, 1884-1895 (vols. 748-750). A 
list is available. 


Subject Files, 1910-1931, 0.3 m (Vols. 733-735) 
This series consists of a small series of subject files created in the 


Office of the Chief Engineer relating to the construction of various 
railways in Canada. A list is available. 


B. 


CANAL BRANCH RECORDS, 1838-1955 


I. 


Correspondence 


Le 


Correspondence Received and Subject Files, 1838-1936, 87 m (Vols. 
769-1160, 1282-1735, 2772-2783) 


The records in this series consist of numbered correspondence, files 
and documents created by the Canal Branch of the Department of 
Railways and Canals from its establishment in 1879 until the 
organization of the Department of Transport in 1936. These records 
include correspondence, memoranda and reports prepared by various 
departmental officials relating to all aspects of the administration, 
construction, operation and maintenance of canals under the juris- 
diction of the branch, including early correspondence and documents 
created by the Board of Works and the Department of Public Works 
dating from 1838. These records also include subject files on 
related matters such as canal tolls, Sunday traffic, surveys, 
dredging, annual reports, estimates, organization of the branch and 
routine administrative matters. 


Until 1901 all Canal Branch correspondence was registered with a 
letter and subject number, and the records were arranged according 
to one of 42 subject designations. A new records-keeping system 
was adopted in 1901, and while correspondence was still assigned a 
registration and subject number, the files themselves were 
numbered consecutively. Prior to 1901 the records consist largely 
of incoming correspondence; from that date until 1936 files gene- 
rally include copies of outgoing correspondence. 


For records created prior to 1901, contemporary finding aids are 
available and are described in series B.II. A list of the 42 subject 
areas and a list of the file numbers in our custody can be consulted 
in the Federal Archives Division. For the files created after 1901 
there are a number of finding aids including contemporary indexes, a 
card index to deeds for lands, an index to places and works, and a 
card index arranged by file number. Researchers should note that 
vol. 2772 is a detailed description of the department's organization 
as it existed in 1930. 


This series also includes a collection of unnumbered correspondence, 
documents and subject files that were never incorporated into the 
branch registry system. These records consist of claims, leases, 
indentures, reports, related correspondence and miscellaneous docu- 
ments (vols. 1156-1160, 1728-1735). A list has been compiled. 


Some early canal records, including pre-confederation correspon- 
dence, were retained by the Department of Transport after 1936 and 
are available in the 4000 block of files in RG12; an extensive 
collection of canal records dating from the early nineteenth century 
to the 1970s is available in RG 12, accessions 84-85/056, 84-85/057, 
84-85/058 and 84-85/059. 
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Letterbooks, 1879-1880, 1895, 1902, 0.2 m (Vols. 1276-1277, 1799) 


A large proportion of the outgoing correspondence of the Canal 
Branch in the form of letterbooks has not survived, particularly for 
the period 1879-1901. The records in this series consist of three 
letterbooks, one comprising the outgoing registry corresponence for 
September 1879-August 1880, and two letterbooks containing copies 
of correspondence, memoranda and reports submitted to the Privy 
Council Office, 1895 and 1902. Files created by the branch after 
1901 often include copies of outgoing correspondence. The journals, 
described below, provide a detailed synopsis of each outgoing letter 
or telegram. 


Il. Registers and Indexes 


1. 


Journals, 1879-1906, 3.7 m (Vols. 1161-1255, 1275, Reels C-11696- 
C-11709) 


The journals are registers of all Canal Branch correspondence 
received and sent between 1879 and 1906. All correspondence is 
numbered consecutively and arranged by a subject number. Each 
journal records the subject, the subject number, the date of the 
correspondence and the name of the correspondent, and gives a 
detailed synopsis of every letter, telegram and memorandum. 


À large portion of the incoming correspondence described in the 
journals can be found in series B.I.I. Department of Transport 
subject files created after 1936 may also include original correspon- 
dence created by the Canal Branch in this period. 


For outgoing correspondence the journals provide a reference to a 
letterbook and page number but, unfortunately, these records have 
not survived. However, the journals provide a detailed synopsis of 
all outgoing correspondence. The journals are divided into four 
chronological series, E (1879-1887), F (1888-1896), G (1897-1903) 
and H (1903-1906). A finding aid is available showing the volume 
number with the corresponding subject, subject number and dates; 
also available is a partial index to the subject numbers (vol. 1275). 


Registers of Letters Received, 1881-1892, 1.0 m (Vols. 1256-1266) 


This series consists of registers of letters received in the Canal 
Branch between January 1881 and December 1892. The subject, 
subject number, name of correspondent, date of correspondence, 
letter number and a synopsis for all correspondence received is 
recorded in the registers in chronological order. Each entry also 
provides a cross-reference to the appropriate subject number and 
folio in the journals (series B.II.1, vols. 1161-1255, reels C-11696- 
C-11709) where a detailed synopsis of the correspondence can be 
located. This system of registration was discontinued in December 
1892; subsequent correspondence was recorded in the General or 


Special Indexes described below, with a direct cross-reference to 
the journals. Researchers should note that the register of letters 
received in the branch for the period October 1879 to January 1881 
is located in RG 11, vol. 739. 


The correspondence recorded in these registers forms part of series 
B.I.1, especially vols. 769-1155. Although there is no direct link 
from these registers to the correspondence, they are useful if one is 
researching a specific chronological period; otherwise, the informa- 
tion recorded in the registers leads one to the journals where all 
incoming and outgoing documents relating to a specific subject are 
described in chronological order. 


General Indexes, 1879-1910, 0.6 m (Vols. 1271-1274, 1792-1793) 


This series consists of indexes to the registers of letters received 
(RG 11, vol. 739 and p. 24 herein) until December 1892 and, 
commencing in January 1893, general indexes to correspondence 
received in the branch to about 1910. 


Volumes 1271-1273 provide the name of the correspondent and a 
letter number; no date or subject is given. The letter number serves 
as a cross-reference to the appropriate register of letters received, 
where more detailed information concerning the correspondence is 
located. 


Volumes 1274 and 1792-1793 were coinpiled on the same basis, 
however there are no registers of letters received for the period 
1893-1910. These volumes provide the name of the correspondent, 
the letter number, and in some instances, a file reference, 
especially for correspondence received after 1906 when the Canal 
Branch adopted a system of numbered subject files. Unfortunately, 
there is no way of linking the letter number to the actual docu- 
ments. Files that have survived form part of series B.I.1, vols. 
1282-1735, as described on p. 23). 


A shelf list is available as a finding aid. 


Special Indexes, 1879-1909, 0.8m (Vols. 1267-1270, 1794-1795, 
1816-1817) 


This series consists of eight indexes to correspondence received in 
the Canal Branch from superintendents and engineers in charge of 
canals or canal works, officials in the Department of Railways and 
Canals, other government departments and some individuals. The 
entries are arranged in chronological order under the appropriate 
name, subject or department. The following information is 
recorded: date of the correspondence, subject, subject number, 
letter number and a brief synopsis. This information allows one to 
refer to vols. 1161-1255 of the journals (see p. 24) for a more 
detailed synopsis of the correspondence. 
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The Special Indexes are useful for checking at a glance all the 
correspondence received in the branch from a specific individual or 
department. It should be noted that correspondence indexed in 
these volumes is not indexed in the General Indexes (see p. 25). 
Researchers should also be aware that vol. 1267 begins in January 
1879, although Railways and Canals did not become operational until 
October of that year; for this reason, vol. 1267 includes references 
to correspondence on matters that were under the jurisdiction of 
Public Works. 


Vols. 1794-1795 and 1816-1817, although slightly different in format 
than earlier volumes, provide essentially the same information. 
However, when the journal method of recording correspondence was 
abandoned in 1906 in favour of a numbered subject file system, the 
change was reflected in these four indexes. Reference is made 
directly to the appropriate subject file, which may or may not be 
available in the subject files that form part of series B.I.1, vols. 
1282-1735, as described on p. 23. 


A shelf list is available as a finding aid. 


fl. Departmental Accountant 


le 


Accounts, 1889-1899, 1904-1911, 0.2 m (Vols. 1278-1279, 1798) 


These are records of accounts received for hydraulic rents, canal 
revenues and abatements. In some cases expenditures are also 
shown. These books were maintained in the department in Ottawa, 
probably by the departmental accountant. 


IV. Office of the Chief Engineer, Canal Branch 


L. 


The Chief Engineer of Canals was primarily concerned with the 
repair, maintenance and construction of canals under the supervision 
of the federal government. Until December 1892, the Department 
of Railways and Canals had two chief engineers, one in the Railway 
Branch and another in the Canal Branch. These positions were 
merged and remained combined with the appointment of Colling- 
wood Schreiber in December 1892. 


The records of the Office of the Chief Engineer are not very 
extensive, although the surviving indexes and registers indicate that 
at one time the correspondence was voluminous. However, the 
letterbooks of outgoing correspondence of successive Chief 
Engineers from 1873 to 1896 are extant and very valuable. 


Correspondence and Subject Files, 1868-1907, 1912-1936, 1.6m 
(Vols. 1800-1809, 2784-2785) 


This series consists of the letters received and subject files created 


2. 


in the Office of the Chief Engineer, Canal Branch, relating to all 
aspects of the Chief Engineer's responsibilities. These records are 
not very extensive and are divided into three distinct series, 
including unnumbered correspondence received by the Chief 
Engineer from the Department of Public Works, 1868-1879, and 
from general sources, 1880-1890. The series also includes letters 
received and arranged by registry number, 1892-1901, and subject 
files, 1902-1906, 1912-1936. A file list is available in the Federal 
Archives Division. 


Letterbooks, 1873-1896, 2.7m _ (Vols. 1823-1855, Reels 
T-6081-T-6108) 


This series of letterbooks consists of the outgoing correspondence of 
the Office of the Chief Engineer, Canal Branch, during the tenures 
of John Page, Toussaint Trudeau and Collingwood Schreiber. 


John Page was appointed to the position of Chief Engineer, Canals, 
on | October 1879, when the Canal Branch was transferred from the 
Department of Public Works to form part of the new Department of 
Railways and Canals. He served in this capacity until his death on 
2 July 1890. Page had formerly served as Chief Engineer of Public 
Works since July 1868, and the first four letterbooks in the series 
(vols. 1823-1826) were compiled during this period of his career. 


Following Page's death, Toussaint Trudeau, Deputy Minister of the 
department, assumed the responsibilities of Chief Engineer, and 
served in this dual capacity until his retirement in November 1892. 
Collingwood Schreiber, already Chief Engineer of Government 
Railways, replaced Trudeau and became Chief Engineer, Railways 
and Canals, a position he retained until June 1906. In spite of his 
unique position, the letterbooks in this series consist only of 
outgoing correspondence relating to canals. They illustrate the 
numerous responsibilities and activities of the Office of the Chief 
Engineer. The books are individually indexed, and a shelf list is 
available as a finding aid. 


Reference Files, 1918-1927, 0.1 m (Vol. 1809) 


The records in this series consist of several subject files created in 
the Office of the Chief Engineer, Railways and Canals, in particular 
by William A. Bowden, Chief Engineer of the Department from April 
1910 until his death in 1924. In November 1918, Bowden was 
appointed a member of the Dominion Power Board, and in April 1920 
he was chosen as consulting engineer to act on behalf of the 
Dominion government in the International Joint Commission's study 
of the St. Lawrence River navigation. 


The records include correspondence and reports on the development 


of the St. Lawrence River, 1921-1927, and the proceedings, memo- 
randa and reports of the Dominion Power Board, 1918-1921. 
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Registers of Letters Received, 1868-1892, 0.15 m (Vols. 1280, 
1821-1822) 


This series consists of correspondence received by the Chief 
Engineer, Canals, dating from 1868 when the Canal Branch was 
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Public Works. All 
registers cover the same period of time and provide the following 
information: the date of the correspondence, the name of the 
correspondent and a brief synopsis of each letter. The entries are 
arranged by name of canal. The correspondence indexed relates to a 
variety of subjects, including progress reports and estimates of work 
to be done at each canal, paylists, plans, accounts and general 
matters. 


Indexes to Letters Received, 1892-1906, 1.1m (Vols. 1281, 
1810-1815) 


The records in this series consist of seven indexes numbered 1 
through 6, plus a Transfer Index for number 5. In each index the 
following information is recorded: the date of the letter, the letter 
number, the date of receipt, the name of the correspondent and the 
subject of the correspondence with a brief synopsis. Each index is 
divided into three sections. In the first, all correspondence relating 
to major subjects is indexed, including accounts, agreements, 
bridges, claims, dredges, lockmasters, petitions, tenders and tolls. 
The middle section is an alphabetical index by name of correspon- 
dent, and the third is an index arranged by name of canal. Although 
the correspondence itself has not survived, these indexes are useful 
for their evidential value. It is possible that the incoming corre- 
spondence of the Chief Engineer was eventually placed on Canal 
Branch register files. 


Office of the Chief Draftsman, 1893-1905, 0.1 m (Vol. 2457, Reel 
T-6624) 


J.B.. Spence’ served as’ amdraftsmanpin “thes!Otiice vol the? Chieti 
Engineer from about 1885 until 1910, and for many years was Chief 
Draftsman responsible for maps, plans and drawings. This series 
consists of a letterbook of Spence's outgoing correspondence 
between 1893 and 1905, dealing primarily with the construction and 
early operations of the Sault Ste. Marie Canal. The letterbook is 
indexed. 


Office of the Inspector of Canals, 1880-1897, 0.3 m (Vols. 2440-2444, 
Reels T-6625-T-6627) 


The Inspector of Canals was responsible for insuring that canals 
under government jurisdiction were operated and maintained 
according to regulations and procedures established by the Canal 
Branch. 


This series consists of five letterbooks of outgoing correspondence 
created by Henry B. Witton, Inspector of Canals from December 
1879 until his retirement in April 1897. The Office of the Inspector 
of Canals was then abolished. (PAC, PC 23/1007, 26 April 1897) 
These voluminous letterbooks contain information on all aspects of 
the administration of canals. Witton usually reported directly to the 
Chief Engineer of Canals. A shelf list is available. 


8. Contract Records, 1830-1955, 8.3 m (Vols. 1741-1791) 


This series consists of records relating to contracts on various 
canals for enlargements, improvements, maintenance, and the provi- 
sion of equipment and stores. These records include correspon- 
dence, tenders, plans and drawings, specifications, estimates and 
progress reports on work done. 


Records relating to the following canals can be found in this series: 
Welland, 1830, 1837-1854, 1871-1948; Sault Ste. Marie, 1888, 
189219104913; 1943,,1955; Rapide ;Plat;91879, 1883, 1892, 1396, 
1916, 1923-1926, 1945; Cornwall, 1881-1882, 1904-1908, 1925-1927; 
Farran's Point, 1890-1895, 1904-1906, 1919; Galops, 1873, 1883, 
1888, 1891, 1895-1897, 1903-1908, 1910-1912, 1918; Rideau, 1926; 
Frenteu se PhO 22, 6195054 Bacnine,e19225 1932; 61935) Sto Peter's 
1928-1930, 1955; and Soulanges, 1919. 


Also included are records pertaining to other projects including the 
Quebec Bridge, various harbours, the Prince Edward Island Ferry, 
grain elevators and bridges; and general files on the Ontario-St. 
Lawrence canal system, 1889, 1892, 1915-1931, 1935, 1937-1939, 
1943-1950. 


A file list is available as a finding aid. 
CANAL RECORDS, 1819-1964 


This section of the inventory describes the operational and administrative 
records of individual canals that have come into the custody of the Federal 
Archives Division. The records are more extensive for the Rideau and Welland 
Canals than for others. It should be noted that for the period prior to 1879, 
departmental records concerning the construction and operation of canals can 
be located in the records of the Board of Works and the Department of Public 
Works (RG 11). The Canal Branch correspondence described in section B of this 
inventory also includes files on the development and operation of each canal in 
Canada; additional material relating to Canada's canals is available in the 
records of Transport Canada (RG 12). 


I. Rideau Canal 
The Rideau Canal was built as a military measure by the Royal Engineers 


to enable vessels to travel from Montreal to Lake Ontario via the Ottawa 
River. It extends from Ottawa to Kingston, a total distance of 203.2 
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kilometers, including 26.5 kilometers of artificial canal. Construction of 
the canal commenced in 1826 and was completed six years later. In the 
1890s the Tay Branch was constructed to connect the town of Perth with 
the Lower Rideau Lake. The Rideau Canal never served any military 
purpose, but was an important waterway for commercial traffic until 
World War I; since then, it has assumed a significant recreational role in 
the region. 


The records in this series were created in the Office of the Superintending 
Engineer as well as at individual lock stations on the system. 


1. Office of the Superintending Engineer 


a.  Letterbooks, 1861-1936, 3.0 m (Vols. 2006-2027, Reels 
T-2469-T-2502 and T-2767-T-2773) 


The records in this series consist of letterbooks containing the 
outgoing correspondence of the Superintending Engineer, 
Rideau Canal, relating to all aspects of administration, main- 
tenance and operation of the canal. The letterbooks are 
individually indexed, and a shelf list is available as a finding 
aid. These records are also available on microfilm. 


b. Registers and Indexes, 1878-1934, 0.4m (Vols. 2028-2031, 
Reels C-11710-C-11711) 


This series consists of registers of official letters received by 
the Superintending Engineer of the Rideau Canal. The earliest 
register notes the date of receipt, letter number, subject, date 
answered, and letterbook number and page, while later 
volumes give only the date and subject of each letter. 


Ce Official Inspections, 1898-1900, 0.05 m (Vol. 2031) 


This small series, compiled in the Office of the Superintending 
Engineer, consists of a record book containing reports and 
copies of correspondence, descriptions of mill sites, and dia- 
grams and legal documents relating to power sites on the canal 
system. 


d. General Records, 1857-1915, 0.3 m (Vols. 2031-2034) 


This series consists of various records and documents relating 
to the Rideau Canal, including paylists for lockmasters and 
labourers, 1857-1865; a statement of salaries and proposed 
increases, 1884; a list of barges and steamers, 1906; a collec- 
tion of forms acknowledging and recognizing the rights of the 
Crown on leased canal lands, 1903-1911; and final estimates 
for two contracts awarded to John O'Toole for work on the 
Tay Canal, 1891-1892, and for construction of a retaining dam 
at Merrickville, 1915. A list of the records is available as a 
finding aid. 


e. Tay Canal, 1884-1885, 1887, 0.05 m (Vols. 2031) 


This series consists of a daily journal of work performed and in 
progress on the Tay Canal extension. 


Rideau Canal Lock Records 


Various records and documents were maintained at each lock station 
on the Rideau Canal by the local lockmaster. Generally, the records 
include information on work performed at the lock, water levels and 
reports on a variety of subjects prepared for the Superintending 
Engineer. More significantly, the lock records include journals 
compiled by individual lockmasters in which are recorded the name 
and type of each vessel passing through the lock, the name of the 
master or owner, a brief description of the cargo and destination, 
and the amount of the toll. The records described below for each 
lock vary in quantity and quality. A shelf list for the entire series is 
available as a finding aid. 


Researchers interested in the operations or history of individual lock 
stations should also consult the letterbooks of the Superintending 
Engineer (see p. 30) as well as the Canal Branch records described in 
section B. A small collection of similar records for the locks at 
Burritt's Rapids, Chaffey's and Poonamalie are in the custody of the 
Manuscript Division, PAC (MG 9, series D8-68). The Andrew 
Merrilees Collection,also in the Manuscript Division (MG 31, series 
A10) contains original Rideau Canal records including lock records 
from the following locations: Lower Brewers' Mills, 1860-1862; 
Merrickville, 1837-1860; and Old Sly's, 1834-1880. 


a. Black Rapids, 1837-1950, 0.6 m (Vols. 1856-1871) 


Records include statements of lock dues, 1837-1878; canal 
orders, 1843-1872; diary of duties for lock labourers, 
1848-1875; storekeeper's checklist, 1855-1861; diaries of work 
performed, 1856-1871, 1899-1913; water level reports and 
statements, 1872-1896, 1903-1913; names of boats and 
masters crossing the lock, 1882-1890, 1892-1901; books of way 
passes, 1903, 1931; list of equipment and tools, 1932; daily 
journal recording the weather and water levels, 1936-1950; 
and the lockmaster's journals, 1899-1929, 1935-1937. 


b. Long Island, 1843-1877, 1912-1937, 0.3 m (Vols. 1872-1877) 


The records include a collection of canal orders, 1843-1851; 
journal of daily occurrences, 1843-1850; lockmaster's journals, 
1849-1866, 1912-1937; checklist of labourers, including name, 
type of work performed and rate of pay, 1849-1866; and a 
record of water levels, 1867-1877. 
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Nicholson's, 1837-1936, 0.5 m (Vols. 1878-1884) 


Records include statements of rents received, 1854-1906; 
weekly progress reports on work and repairs, 1874-1914; book 
of way passes, 1903-1915; register of water levels, 1912-1922; 
and lockmaster's journals, 1837-1936. 


Clowes, 1876-1899, 1908-1912, 1920-1938, 0.2 m (Vols. 1885- 
1888) 


Lock records consist of lockmaster's journals, 1876-1899, 
1909-1912, 1920-1938; checklist of locks showing tolls, 
1879-1899; and a book of way passes, 1908-1910. 


Merrickville, 1834-1837, 1846-1882, 1885-1939, 0.9 m (Vols. 
1889-1890, 1892-1905) 


Records include lockmaster's journals, 1834-1837, 1907-1932; 
statements of lock dues collected, 1846-1869; cash books, 
1864-1869, 1893-1897; lockmaster's log book, 1850-1865; 
letters and instructions addressed to the lockmaster, 
1856-1882; book of way passes, 1903-1912, 1932-1939; and a 
daily record book, 1918-1921. 


Kilmarnock, 1899-1914, 1920-1949, 0.2 m (Vols. 1906-1909) 
These records consist of lockmaster's journals. 

Edmond's, 1899-1934, 0.2 m (Vols. 1910-1913) 

These records consist of lockmaster's journals. 

Old Sly's, 1850-1857, 1926-1939, 0.1 m (Vols. 1914-1915) 

The records consist of lockmaster's journals, 1926-1939, and a 
book recording lock dues collected and a checklist of work 
performed, 1850-1857. 

Smiths Falls, 1872-1880, 1922-1925, 0.1 m (Vol. 1916) 

Included is a record of lock dues showing date, name of vessel 
and amount of toll, 1872-1880, and a list of boat house rentals, 
1922-1925. 

Poonamalie, 1839-1875, 1904-1942, 1.0 m (Vols. 1917-1947) 
Included is a record of navigation, checklists of work 
performed and correspondence, 1839-1854; general orders, 
lock dues collected and work performed, 1854-1875; lock- 


master's journals, 1904-1939; and a daily record of water 
levels, 1922-1942. 
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The Narrows, 1834-1931, 0.5 m (Vols. 1948-1956) 


The records include lockmaster's journals, 1834-1835, 1899- 
1928; general orders, ordnances and correspondence, 1834- 
1875; work performed, 1834-1925; lock dues and water levels, 
1852-1931; and a book of way passes, 1915. 


Newboro, 1840-1908, 1910-1911, 1915-1928, 0.7 m (Vols. 
1957-1962, 2000) 


Records include a checklist of labourers and work performed, 
1840-1891; general orders, 1849-1886; lock dues, 1858-1865, 
1870-1899; a book of way passes, 1903-1928; and lockmaster's 
journals, 1900-1914, 1917-1924. 


Davis', 1869-1957, 0.5 m (Vols. 1963-1971) 


Records consist of lockmaster's journals, 1899-1939; lock dues, 
1869-1894; reports on work performed, 1894-1899; and a 
record of water levels and weather, 1947-1957. 


Jones Falls, 1834-1923, 0.6 m (Vols. 1972-1974) 


The records include lockmaster's journals, 1834-1867, 1873- 
1896; record of work performed by labourers including wages 
paid, 1838-1859; journal of work to be done with specifications 
and details of material required, 1844-1854, 1857-1871; and 
canal and general orders, 1850-1866. 


Upper Brewers', 1846-1877, 1882-1885, 1899-1964, 0.4 m 
(Vols. 1975-1982) 


The records include lockmaster's journals, 1882-1885, 1899- 
1934; diary of work performed and repairs, 1846-1877, 
including details of work to be done, 1846-1849, and a 
checklist of labourers and wages, 1847-1853; and a record of 
water levels, 1933-1964. 


Lower Brewers', 1846-1860, 1872-1874, 0.1 m (Vol. 1982) 


The records include statements of work to be done, 1850-1851; 
return of stores and equipment, 1851-1855; copies of corre- 
spondence, 1851-1852; weekly reports on work and repairs in 
progress, 1846-1860, 1372-1874; water levels 13848-1862; 
statements recording number of lockages, sums received and 
labourers paid, 1854-1856, 1872-1874; and lockmaster's jour- 
nals, 1853-1856; 1872-1874. 
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q- Kingston Mills, 1848-1937, 0.9m (Vols. 1891, 1983-1999, 
2001-2005) 


Records include a statement book of lock dues collected, 
1848-1851, 1855-1857 and 1859-1860; statements and 
accounts of rents received, 1848-1859; cash account, 1857; list 
of cheques, 1857-1858, giving name of labourer and amount 
paid; weekly reports of work and repairs at the locks, 1864- 
1893; 1897-1916; statements of vessels and merchandise 
moving through the locks, 1864-1867; returns of hydraulic 
rents, 1897-1908, 1920-1929; correspondence, 1864-1867, 
1878, 1882, 1893-1922; water level reports, 1866-1869, 1897- 
1899; cash books, 1863-1864, 1866-1920; and lockmaster's 
journals, 1899-1937. Certain of these old record books were 
used by a later lockmaster as a scrapbook for preserving his 
correspondence during the years 1893 to 1913 (see especially 
vol. 1983, item 5, and vol. 1987). 


The records in this series also include an aggregate register 
for Kingston Mills, 1865-1870, and a canal register, 1867- 
1868, which gives vessel name and owner, type, from/to, 
cargo, quantity, tonnage and amount of toll. These records 
may have been maintained by the collector of canal tolls at 
Kingston Mills. 


Trent Canal 


The Trent River Navigation was viewed as early as the 1820s as a means 
of establishing a connection between Lake Ontario and Lake Huron. The 
system consisted of the Trent River and the inland waters of the 
Newcastle District. Following a series of surveys in the early 1830s, two 
commissions, one for each area, were created in 1837 to direct improve- 
ments in the system. However, only a small amount of work was done and 
both commissions were abolished in 1841. Eventually, the construction of 
a canal system was undertaken and by 1919 a complete Trent River 
Navigation was opened for traffic. 


1. | Commission Records, 1837-1841, 0.1 m (Vol. 2434) 


The records in this series consist of the minutes of meetings and 
related correspondence of the two commissions appointed in 1837, 
the Commission for the Improvement of the Navigation of the Inland 
Waters of the Newcastle District, and its counterpart for the 
improvement of the Trent River. The records also include paylists, 
financial statements, cash accounts and related documents concern- 
ing work done in the Newcastle District. 
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2. Water Registers, 1873-1959, 0.5 m (Vols. 2458-2469) 


This series consists of registers in which were recorded water levels 
at various locations on the Trent Canal system from 1873 to 1941; 
also included is a similar register recording water levels in the 
canal's reservoir lakes, 1912-1959. A list is available as a finding 
aid. 


Lachine Canal 


The War of 1812 emphasized the need for a canal to overcome the 
Lachine Rapids on the south side of Montreal Island. Funds were 
appropriated in 1815 but no work was done. In 1819, a private company, 
the Lachine Navigation Company, was incorporated to build a canal, but 
with only preliminary work completed, the company was bought by the 
province in 1821. A commission was appointed to oversee construction, 
and the Lachine Canal was finished in 1825, and subsequently enlarged in 
1843 and 1848. Further improvements were carried out after Confedera- 
tion. 


le Lachine Navigation Company, Minutes and Correspondence, 
1819-1821, 0.05 m (Vol. 2453, Reel C-4243) 


The records in this series consist of the minutes of meetings of the 
Board of Directors and copies of outgoing correspondence. These 
records are also available on microfilm. 


2e Lachine Canal Commission, 1821-1842, 0.4 m (Vols. 2453-2456, Reels 
C-4243-C-4344) 


The records of the Lachine Canal Commission include minutes of 
meetings, 1821-1827, 1830-1842; a collection of the commission's 
reports to the Legislative Assembly of Lower Canada, 1821-1841; 
weekly wage books for canal labourers, 1820-1837; and vouchers for 
payments on account for canal work, 1821-1824. This series is also 
available on microfilm. A shelf list is available as a finding aid. 


St. Peter's Canal 


St. Peter's Canal connects the Bras D'Or Lakes with St. Peter's Bay on the 
south side of Cape Breton Island, thus allowing access to the Atlantic 
Ocean. Initially conceived in the 1820s, no construction took place until 
the 1850s and the canal was not completed until 1869. It was enlarged 
between 1875 and 1881, and underwent a major reconstruction between 
1912 and 1917. The canal is now used primarily for recreational purposes. 
Additional records pertaining to St. Peter's Canal can be found in the 
records for St. Lawrence Canals (see p. 36). Additional records relating 
to this canal are available in series B.I.1 (see p. 23) of this record group, 
and in the records of Transport Canada (RG 12). 
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1. Cash Books, 1885-1929, 0.2 m (Vols. 2445-2452) 


The records in this series consist of cash books in which are 
recorded revenues collected from tolls, 1885-1892 and 1896-1908. 
Each book notes the name of the vessel, the cargo and the amount 
of revenue collected. There is also one cash account book, 1908- 
1929: 


2. Resident Engineer, 1912-1914, 1916, 0.05 m (Vol. 2087) 


This series consists of a letterbook containing copies of the outgoing 
correspondence of the Resident Engineer, H.G. Stanton, and his 
assistant, B.L. Parker. Most of the correspondence is addressed to 
the Superintending Engineer at Cornwall or to departmental offi- 
cials at Ottawa. The book is indexed. 


St. Lawrence Canals 


The St. Lawrence River, between Lake St. Louis and Lake Ontario, is a 
critical link in the navigation of the river and the Great Lakes. To 
overcome the hindrance to navigation presented by rapids, canals were 
constructed at various locations as early as the late eighteenth century. 
Following the union of the Canadas in 1841 the older canals were replaced 
at Beauharnois, Cornwall, Farran's Point, Rapide Plat and Galops. The 
need for further improvements became obvious, and in the 1870s the work 
of enlarging the Cornwall Canal commenced. The remaining canals were 
enlarged and improved gradually, and the work was not completed until 
1913. The Beauharnois Canal was abandoned and replaced by the 
Soulanges canal in the 1890s. The St. Lawrence canals played an 
important role in the navigation of the Great Lakes until they were 
replaced by the St. Lawrence Seaway in the 1950s. Also included in the 
St. Lawrence canals are the Murray Canal on the Bay of Quinte and St. 
Peter's Canal in Cape Breton. 


1. | Commission for Improving the Navigation on the River St. Lawrence, 
1833-1843, 1.0 m (Vols. 2093-2096) 


In 1833, a commission was appointed by the legislative assembly of 
Upper Canada for the improvement of the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence River. Work began in 1834 on the Cornwall Canal and was 
effectively completed in 1843. 


The records in this series include a letterbook consisting of copies of 
correspondence sent by various members of the commission, 1833- 
1837 (including three letters from 1838 and 1842); minute books, 
1833-1843, consisting of minutes of meetings as well as engineering 
reports, copies of correspondence received and sent, and statements 
of expenditure; paylists, 1836-1839; and an estimate book of work 
done and costs, 1837-1838, and estimates of work to be done, 1837- 
1838. A list is available as a finding aid. 


Office of the Superintending Engineer, 1882-1934, 2.4 m (Vols. 2035- 
2084, reels T-6878 to T-6921) 


The records in this series are letterbooks of outgoing correspon- 
dence from the Office of the Superintending Engineer, St. 
Lawrence District, relating to administrative matters, operations 
and maintenance work on canals in the system. A shelf list is 
available as a finding aid and the letterbooks are individually 
indexed. 


Office of the Engineer, Williamsburg Canals, 1891-1910, 0.15 m 
(Vols. 2085, 2088, Reels T-6628-T-6629) 


Farran's Point, Rapide Plat and Galops were known collectively as 
the Williamsburg Canals, and the records in this series consist of 
copies of the outgoing correspondence of the engineer in charge. A 
separate letterbook of correspondence with the Canada Cement 
Company was also maintained, 1918-1920. The letterbooks are 
individually indexed. 


Collector of Tolls, Murray Canal, 1896-1900, 0.05 m (Vol. 2086, Reel 
T-6629) 


The Murray Canal was constructed in the 1880s to shorten the 
navigation distance between the Bay of Quinte, near Trenton, 
Ontario, and Lake Ontario. The records in this series consist of one 
letterbook of correspondence sent by the Collector of Tolls at the 
Murray Canal to the Superintending Engineer, St. Lawrence Canals. 


Office of the Superintending Engineer, Soulanges Canal, 1887-1903, 
0.3 m (Vols. 2435-2439, Reels T-6630-T-6634) 


This series contains five letterbooks of outgoing correspondence of 
the Superintending Engineer, Thomas Munro. Munro had been in 
charge of the Welland Canal enlargement from 1872 until January 
1889 when John Page, Chief Engineer, Canal Branch, asked him to 
survey and report upon the feasibility of locating a new canal 
between slakes; St) tbouisicands stagirancis togreplace the old 
Beauharnois Canal. Munro completed the preliminary work, super- 
vised the construction of the new canal and remained until 1903 as 
engineer in charge of the Soulanges Canal. 


The letterbooks are indexed and contain some personal correspon- 
dence. Researchers should also note that the first letterbook (vol. 
2435) contains 283 pages of Munro's correspondence while he was at 
the Welland Canal, May 1887-January 1889. 

General Records, 1871-1878, 1906-1950, 0.2 m (Vols. 2089-2092) 

This series also includes: a cash book, Cornwall Canal, showing 
revenue collected for hydraulic rents and canal tolls, 1871-1878; 
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Cornwall Drydock register, 1906-1950, giving name and country of 
the vessel, owners, gross tonnage, dates of entry and removal, and 
remarks; detailed expenditure book, arranged by subject, 1912-1918; 
and a small collection of correspondence received by the Resident 
Engineer, Cornwall Canal, 1908. A list of the records is available as 
a finding aid. 


Welland Canal 


One of the most important links in the navigation of the Great Lakes is 
the Welland Canal, which connects Lakes Ontario and Erie through the 
Niagara Peninsula. The first canal was constructed between 1824 and 
1829 by the Welland Canal Company. Financial difficulties eventually 
resulted in the canal being taken over by the legislature of Upper Canada 
in 1841, and responsibility for it was assumed by the Board of Works. A 
number of improvements and alterations were undertaken in the 1840s and 
1850s. This is usually referred to as the second Welland Canal. Further 
enlargements and refinements--the third Welland Canal--were effected 
in the 1880s, and in 1913 work began on what was generally known as the 
Welland Ship Canal. Temporarily interrupted by the Great War, 
construction on the fourth canal was not completed until 1932. 


The records in this series are very extensive. All stages of the long and 
often complicated history of this important canal are well documented. 
Contemporary indexes, shelf lists and lists of files are available as finding 
aids. 


1. Welland Canal Company, 1824-1843 


a. Board of Directors, Minute Books, 1824-1842, 0.25 m (Vols. 
2097-2100) 


This series consists of a complete set of the minutes and 
proceedings of the meetings of the Board of Directors, 
Welland Canal Company, from its inception in 1824 until 1842. 


b.  Letterbooks, 1824-1843, 0.13 m (Vols. 2097, 2101-2102) 


The letterbooks contain copies of outgoing correspondence of 
the Welland Canal Company relating to various aspects of the 
construction and financing of the canal; the correspondence 
dates from 1824. Also included is a series of letters and 
sundry documents written by William Hamilton Merritt while 
in London, England, between April and August 1828; letters 
and memoranda, 1828-1829; a general letterbook, February- 
November 1833; and a letterbook of correspondence addressed 
to the Board of Works, 1842-1843. 


Estimate Books, 1824-1843, 0.15 m (Vols. 2103-2106) 


These record books detail the expenditures estimated for 
various works associated with the construction of the canal, 
and demonstrate the progress of work as well as the cost. The 
books are indexed by name of contractor and are arranged by 
project. Estimates for salaries and contingencies for the years 
1835-1843 are included in vol. 2106. 


Accounting Records, 1824-1842, 0.36 m (Vols. 2107-2113) 
This series consists of accounting records for the Welland 


Canal Company, including a set of ledgers, 1824-1842, cash 
books, 1836-1842, and a cash journal, 1824-1837. 


Welland Canal, 1843-1936 


a. 


Departmental Correspondence Received, 1853-1879, 1882- 
1883, 1888-1909, 3.7 m (Vols. 2114-2129, 2428, 2762-2770) 


The records in this series consist of registered correspondence 
addressed to the Superintending Engineer, from various offi- 
cials in the Department of Railways and Canals. The corre- 
spondence pertains to both administrative and operational 
matters at the canal. Also included is a book of abstracts of 
letters received from the department, 1853-1871 (vol. 2428). 


General Correspondence Received, 1901-1905, 0.7 m (Vols. 
2130-2136) 


This series consists of general correspondence addressed to the 
Superintending Engineer, from contractors, engineers and local 
and departmental officials. It is indexed by number, date, 
name of correspondent and subject. 


General and Departmental Correspondence Sent, 1843-1884, 
1890-1919, 1922-1923, 1.3m (Vols. 2248-2261, 2305-2306, 
2331, 2344, 2349-2352, 2357, 2398) 


This series consists of letterbooks containing copies of corre- 
spondence, memoranda, canal orders and circulars sent from 
the engineer in charge of the Welland Canal, including the 
second and third canals, and the Welland Ship Canal; also 
included is correspondence with departmental officials in 
Ottawa on the subject of accounts and paylists. 


Departmental Correspondence Sent, 1883-1921, 2.03 m (Vols. 
2262-2305, 2354-2355, Reels T-6644-T-6662) 


This series contains letterbooks of correspondence sent from 
the engineer in charge of the Welland Canal to departmental 
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officials on the operations and maintenance of the canal 
system. Included are letterbooks of correspondence and 
accounts relating to damages done to the Welland Canal by 
various vessels, 1884-1921. 


General Correspondence Sent, 1900-1921, 1.05 m (Vols. 2307- 
2330, Reels T-6635-T-6643) 


This series consists of letterbooks of non-departmental corre- 
spondence--e.g., with contractors and local officials-- 
emanating from the office of the engineer in charge, Welland 
Canal. The letterbooks are individually indexed. 


Correspondence to Collectors of Canal Tolls, 1897-1923, 0.3 m 
(Vols. 2332-2340, Reels T-6874 to T-6877) 


This series consists of correspondence sent from the office of 
the Superintending Engineer, Welland Canal, to the collectors 
of tolls along the canal system. The books are individually 
indexed. 


Correspondence to Overseers, 1899-1922, 0.2m (Vols. 
2341-2344, Reels T-6871 to T-6872) 


This series consists of letterbooks of correspondence sent from 
the Superintending Engineer to the various overseers on the 
Welland Canal. They are individually indexed. 


General Subject Files, 1910-1933, 1.9 m (Vols. 2137-2152, 2433, 
2771) 


The records in this series consist of files created in the 
Welland Canal Office relating to staff matters, damages, 
accounts and other administrative matters, including the 
operations of the Dunnville Feeder Canal. 


Welland Ship Canal Subject Files, 1912-1936, 7.6 m (Vols. 
2153-2228, 2433) 


Construction of the fourth Welland Canal or Welland Ship 
Canal commenced in 1913 and was not completed until 1932. 
The records in this series consist of subject files created in the 
office of the engineer in charge and pertain to all aspects of 
the construction including accounts, bridges, contractors, pro- 
gress reports and other engineering matters. 


Welland Canal Gate Yard, 1879-1887, 0.1 m (Vol. 2422) 
This series consists of a collection of journals in which are 


recorded the work done by labourers in the gate yard where 
lock gates were constructed and existing gates were repaired. 


4. 


k. 


l. 


Vessel Registers, 1854-1867, 1875-1893, 1904-1908, 
1913-1928, 1.0 m (Vols. 2403-2421) 


This series contains registers in which are recorded various 
details pertaining to vessels passing through the locks. The 
details vary from one register to another, but generally the 
date, name of vessel, destination and cargo are noted. 


Survey Notebooks, 1895-1916, 0.3 m (Vols. 2423-2424, 2430) 


The records in this series consist of survey notebooks prepared 
by the canal's engineering staff. 


Dunnville Feeder Canal, 1875-1925 


a. 


Overseers’ Letterbooks, 1875-1925, 0.1 m (Vols. 2398-2402, 
Reel T-6873) 


This series consists of letterbooks of the outgoing correspon- 
dence of the Overseer, Dunnville Feeder Canal, addressed 
primarily to the Superintendent of the Welland Canal on a 
variety of subjects including accounts and expenditures, esti- 
mates for repairs, and general administrative matters connec- 
ted with the operations of the feeder canal. 


Daily Journals, 1896-1898, 1902-1904, 1907-1920, 1922-1925, 
0.6 m (Vols. 2392-2397) 


This series contains daily journals maintained by successive 
overseers of the Dunnville Feeder Canal, in which are recor- 
ded water levels, work in progress, and maintenance and 
repairs on the feeder. 


Paymasters' Records, 1843-1919 


a. 


Correspondence, 1850-1854, 1871-1903, 1915-1919, 0.25 m 
(Vols. 2345, 2347-2348, 2353, 2356, 2429) 


The records in this series include the letterbooks of outgoing 
correspondence of the Paymaster, Welland Canal, on various 
matters relating to pay and accounts, 1871-1903; a register of 
letters received, 1872-1873, showing name, date and subject; a 
letterbook with copies of correspondence and cheques sent, 
1915-1919; and a book of incoming and outgoing correspon- 
dence of John Clark, Collector of Canal Tolls, St. Catharines, 
who was authorized by the Board of Works to make payments 
of wages and accounts, 1850-1854. 
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d. 


Paylists, 1843-1844, 1850-1859, 1874-1879, 1884-1917, 0.3 m 
(Vols. 2346, 2358-2360, 2369-2371) 


This series consists of books in which are recorded paylists for 
work performed on the canal, 1843-1844, a payroll ledger, 
1850-1856, abstracts of payroll accounts, 1850-1859, and pay- 
lists with related correspondence for the period 1884-1917. 


Accounts, 1872-1894, 1.0 m (Vols. 2366-2367, 2377-2387) 


The paymaster was also responsible for the general accounts 
of the canal. The records in this series include a set of 
dockets showing work done, name of claimant and date of 
receipt for the period 1875-1835. Also included in this series 
are quarterly accounts for Welland Canal staff and works, 
1872-1894, and a separate book for engineers and the Welland 
Canal enlargement, 1872-1893; these books provide an accoun- 
ting of the certificates credited to the paymaster for the 
payment of salaries and other accounts. 


Cash Accounts, 1883-1886, 0.03 m (Vol. 2365) 


This series consists of a cash account book for payrolls and 
general accounts, 1883-1886. 


Certificates, 1843-1892, 0.3m (Vols. 2361-2364, 2368, 
2389-2390, 2431) 


This series contains certificates of credit issued to the 
Welland Canal paymaster from the Department of Railways 
and Canals in Ottawa for the payment of salaries and other 
accounts, and abstracts of certificates for payrolls and 
accounts, 1850-1892, as well as separate abstracts for 1843- 
1851, and copies of certificates for the years 1849-1967. 


Estimates, 1842-1846, 1896-1915, 0.23 m (Vols. 2372-2376, 
2391, 2432) 


This series consists of record books of work done at various 
sites on the canal and estimates of cost. Also included is an 
estimate book for 1842-1846 showing the amount estimated 
and the actual amount expended for different projects on the 
canal. 


Rent Ledger, 1843-1865, 0.05 m (Vol. 2388) 


This series consists of a ledger showing the revenue collected 
for the rental of property or rights along the canal. 


h. Fines and Damages, 1874-1905, 0.15 m (Vols. 2425-2427) 


This series consists of three record books in which are noted 
damages done by vessels to various parts of the canal system, 
particularly lock gates, and the amount of fines imposed and 
collected. The date of the accident, the name of the vessel, 
the name of the captain and/or owner and the nature of the 
damage. 


Welland Canal Legal Records, 1824-1959 
a. Contracts, 1901-1959, 2.1 m (Vols. 2229-2240) 


This series consists of a collection of contracts for the 
construction of various works on the Welland Canal. 


b. Deeds of Sale, 1826-1959, 0.6 m (Vols. 2241-2246) 


This series consists of legal records concerning lands first 
purchased by the Welland Canal Company and later by the 
Board of Works for canal purposes. The documents are 
numbered from 1 to 314. Vol. 2246 contains indexes by 
number and township. 


c. General Records, 1824-1869, 1874-1878, 0.1 m (Vol. 2247) 


The records in this series consist of a small series of loose 
legal documents dating from 1824, including two small books 
in which are recorded applications for water power, applica- 
tions to use canal lands, and an index to lands and village lots 
belonging to the Welland Canal. 


D. DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS AND CANALS, LEGAL RECORDS, 1791-1957 


I. Transcribed Legal Documents 


1. 


Reference Books, 1821-1869, 0.2 m (Vols. 2470-2476, 2480) 


The first portion of this series consists of seven reference books, at 
one time designated AA to GG, in which were copied various legal 
documents, including contracts, deeds, leases and correspondence 
relating to several canals--in particular Beauharnois, Chambly, 
Welland, Cornwall, Trent and Lachine. (Vols. 2470-2476) 


The most extensive records in this series are transcribed documents 
concerning the Beauharnois Canal, including procès-verbaux of land 
surveys, paylists for fencing canal lands, schedules of lands taken 
for canal purposes, paylists for damages, a report on the settlement 
of claims, 1848, prepared by Walter Shanly, and a list of deeds. 
Inclusive dates for this material are 1843 to 1852. 
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Other copied documents in this series relate to the Welland Canal 
Company, including the 1836 Directors' Report, lists of stock- 
holders, engineers' reports and copies of correspondence dating from 
1824. There is also extensive documentation on the Cornwall Canal 
such as claims for damages, minutes of meetings, and schedules of 
lands taken for the canal, 1840-1845. Documentation relating to the 
Chambly, Trent and Lachine Canals in the 1840s is also available in 
these reference books. 


Also included in this series is vol. 2480, originally designated as 
Book K. It contains transcribed legal documents, including convey- 
ances relating to the Cornwall Canal, 1834-1835; quittances for 
damages incurred by construction of the Beauharnois Canal, 1843- 
1848, 1853-1855, deeds, 1850-1852, 1861, and quittances for sei- 
gneurial lands, 1869, numbers 198 to 225; deeds for lands connected 
with the Trent Canal, 1825, 1828, 1840; procés-verbaux of surveys 
of lots for the Lachine Canal, 1844-1845; and documents relating to 
various land matters on the Lachine Canal, including estimates for 
damages and evaluations, 1821-1826. The first portion of this book 
consists of transcribed documents pertaining to the Grand Trunk 
Railway, including correspondence, agreements, general specifica- 
tions for buildings, statements of unfinished work and rolling stock, 
1856. A shelf list is available as a finding aid. 


Quittances, Beauharnois Canal, 1869, 0.03 m (Vol. 2484) 


This series consists of one book containing transcribed copies of 
quittances or releases for rights to seigneurial lands that were 
required for the Beauharnois Canal. The documents were numbered 
consecutively from 1 to 197, and were all certified in the year 1869, 
although they refer to transactions that took place in the 1840s and 
1850s. Each document includes a brief description of the land. 
Quittances numbered 198 to 225 can be found in vol. 2480. 


Contracts, 1827-1900, 2.3 m (Vols. 2478-2479, 2486-2504) 


The records in this series consist of transcribed contracts and 
related documents dating from 1827 to 1900, including copies of the 
contract, specifications and occasional correspondence for work on 
canals, roads, bridges and public buildings. The books are indivi- 
dually indexed and include the contract or paper number, the name 
of the contractor and the date of the contract. Vols. 2478-2479 
were originally designated Books I and J, and vols. 2486-2504 were 
numbered Books | to 19. The original indexes to this material serve 
as finding aids and are described in D.II.1 and D.II.2). A shelf list is 
also available. 


ae 1791-1900, 2.0 m (Vols. 2477, 2481, 2483, 2505-2522, 2529- 
2530 


This series consists of transcribed deeds and related documents, 
including occasional plans and correspondence, from 1791 to 1900. 
The following information is recorded in the deed books: name of 
vendor, description of the land, deed number and the date of the 
transaction. The deeds relate to a variety of public works including 
roads, canals, railways, public buildings and other property transac- 
tions. This series also includes two books of abstracts of deeds of 
sale for lands acquired at canals and other public works, c.1840-1860 
(vols. 2529-2530). Vols. 2529-2530 were originally designated Books 
D and E, vol. 2477 was Book H and vol. 2481 was Book L; vols. 2505 
to 2522 were numbered | to 18. Vol. 2483 had no original 
designation, although it appears to have been compiled as a supple- 
ment to Books D and E. The original indexes to this material serve 
as finding aids and are described in D.II.1 and D.II.2, p. 46. A shelf 
list is also available. 


Leases, 1822-1900, 0.8 m (Vols. 2482, 2523-2528, 2535) 


The records in this series consist of transcribed leases and related 
documents, including some plans for the lease of hydraulic lots along 
various canals and other waterways, 1822-1900. The books are 
individually indexed. Vol. 2482 was originally designated Book M; 
vols. 2523.to 2528 were numbered 1 to 6. Vol. 2535 has been 
included in this series because it contains many transcribed leases 
and lease information; however, it also contains references to other 
departmental matters. The original indexes to this material serve 
as finding aids and are described below. 


A shelf list is also available. 


Contracts, Deeds and Leases - Maritime Provinces, 1854-1876, 
0.06 m (Vol. 2485) 


This series consists of transcribed contracts, deeds and leases with 
related documentation and some specifications for public works 
undertaken in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 1854-1876, including 
lighthouses, railways and government buildings. The volume is 
indexed. 


Notices of Expropriation, 1874-1881, 0.5 m (Vol. 2543) 
This series consists of two reference books containing copies of 
documents relating to the expropriation of lands by the federal 


government for the development of various canals and railways. 
The volume is indexed. 
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Legal Documents, c.1840-1937, 43.6 m (Vols. 2542, 2544-2761) 


This series consists of legal records such as contracts, deeds and 
leases created mainly by the Department of Railways and Canals, 
although some documents originated with the Board of Works and 
the Department of Public Works. The documents are arranged 
nuinerically from 2 to 38,303; finding aids include a shelf list and a 
partial alphabetical index in vol. 2542. 


II. Registers and Indexes 


1. 


General Indexes, c.1820-1900, 0.5 m (Vols. 2531-2534, 2538-2541) 


This series consists of several indexes to the transcribed contracts, 
deeds and leases described above. Vols. 2531-2534 are an index to 
the legal documents, compiled in numberical order from 2000 to 
13878 inclusive. These books record the subject, the subject 
number, the date of each transaction, the original book number and 
page where the transcribed document can be located, and cross- 
references to any relevant departmental correspondence. 


There are also general indexes to the contracts, deeds and leases 
arranged in alphabetical order (vol. 2538), by name of the project 
and location (vol. 2539), by contracts (vol. 2540) and by deeds and 
leases (vol. 2541). Vols. 2540 and 2541 are subdivided by name of 
canal and railway. A shelf list is available as a finding aid. 


Subject Index, c.1820-1900, 0.05 m (Vol. 2536) 


This volume is an index to the contracts, deeds and leases arranged 


in alphabetical order by subject from Lachine Canal to Williamsburg 
Canals, including railways, roads and other public works. The index 
provides the following information: date, number of document, 
names of persons involved, description of the transaction and 
reference to the appropriate book in series D.I.3, 4 or 5 where the 
transcribed document can be found. This index is similar to vol. 
253? described above in D-II. [. 


Railway Branch, Contract Register, 1900-1957, 0.05 m (Vol. 2537) 


This series consists of a register showing the distribution of railway 
contracts, the number and date of the contract, the name of the 
contractor, a description of the work, the name of the railway, the 
date of completion, the amount of the contract and remarks. The 
register is subdivided by type of work, for example, engine houses, 
platforms, telegraph offices and so on. Some of the contracts are 
available in D.L.8 (see above). 


Agreement Registers, 1899-1919, 0.05 m (Vol. 2543) 


This small series consists of the following indexes: a list of deeds 
pertaining to lands along the Dartmouth to Deans Branch of the 
Intercolonial Railway, 1913-1919; a list of canal agreements, 
c. 1900-1914; and a similar index to railway agreements, c. 1899- 
1907 


References to the Exchequer Court, 1885-1904, 0.15 m (Vols. 185, 
768) 


This series consists of two registers of claims referred to and 
adjudicated upon by the Exchequer Court of Canada on matters 
arising from the construction of government railways and canals. 
Each register provides the following information: subject, nature of 
the claim, a description of the property, the Court's decision and so 
on. The references are indexed by name of claimant. 


Contract Security Registers, 1874-1892, 0.9 m (Vol. 1791) 


This series consists of two registers showing the amount of security 
deposited by contractors for contracts awarded by the Department 
of Railways and Canals and, prior to 1879, by the Department of 
Public Works. The registers record the date and number of each 
contract, name of contractor, nature of the work, completion date, 
cost, and a list of cash and other securities deposited with the 
government. 


E. OFFICE OF THE COMPTROLLER, 1914-1918 


LE Correspondence 


1. 


Subject Files, 1914-1918, 0.5 m (Vols. 1736-1740) 


This series consists of correspondence between G.A. Bell, 
Comptroller of the department; the International Nickel Company 
(New York); and federal government officials concerning the 
production of nickel in Canada and its exportation during World 
War I. The correspondence is numbered and an index is available as 
a finding aid. 
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APPENDIX I 


Related Records 


Researchers interested in the role and responsibilities of the Department of Railways 
and Canals should also consult the annual reports of the department published 
between 1879 and 1936. The reports are voluminous and contain an extensive 
collection of statistics, data and general information on the railways and canals of 
Canada. 


For the years prior to 1879, the records of the Department of Public Works (RG 11) 
include a large collection of correspondence and subject files relating to the 
development of railways and canals under government auspices. In 1936, the 
Department of Transport was created and assumed responsibility for all surface, 
marine and air transportation in Canada. The records of this department (RG 12) 
include numerous files created by Railways and Canals during the period 1879-1936. 


Researchers interested specifically in the history of railways in Canada should also 
refer to the Federal Archives Division's holdings of Canadian National Railways 
records (RG 30), which include the records of several companies that later formed 
CNR. Also significant are the records of the Canadian Transport Commission 
(RG 46), which include the minutes and files of the Railway Committee of the Privy 
Council and the Board of Railway Commissioners. On the subject of canals, the 
records of the St. Lawrence Seaway Authority (RG 52) should also be consulted. 
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APPENDIX II 


Ministers of Railways and Canals 


Sir Charles Tupper 20 May 1879 - 28 May 1884 
John Henry Pope 29 May 1884 - 1 April 1889 
Sir John A. Macdonald 10 April 1889 - 6 June 1891 
Mackenzie Bowell 17 June 1391 - 10 January 1892 
John Graham Haggart 11 January 1892 - 8 July 1896 
Andrew G. Blair 20 July 1896 - 2021903 
W.S. Fielding 21 July 1903 - 14 January 1904 
Henry R. Emmerson 15 January 1904 - 275pr4 1907 
W.S. Fielding 9 April, 1907 - 23 August 1907 
George P. Graham 30 August 1907 - 6 October 1911 
Frank Cochrane 10 October 1911 - i? October 1917 
John D. Reid 12 October 1917 - 20 September 1921 
John A. Stewart 21 September 1921 - 29 December 1921 
William C. Kennedy 29 December 1921 - 18 January 1923 
George P. Graham 28 April 1923 - 19 February 1926 
Charles A. Dunning 1 March 1926 - 28 June 1926 
Henry L. Drayton 29 June 1926 - 12 July 1926 
William A. Black 13 July 1926 = 25> september 1926 
Charles A. Dunning 2> September 1926 =) 2) Decemper.192Z7 
Thomas A. Crerar 30 December 1929 - 7 August 1930 
Robert J. Manion 7 August 1930 - 23 October 1935 
C.D. Howe 25 October 1935 - 1 November 1935 


Deputy Ministers of Railways and Canals 


Toussaint Trudeau 22 September 1879 - 30 November 1892 
Collingwood Schreiber 1 December 1892 - 30 June 1905 
Matthew J. Butler 1 July 1905 ~ 27 January 1910 
Archibald W. Campbell 27 January 1910 - 22 June 1918 
Graham A. Bell 22 June 1918 - 13 January 1929 
ROA. © iHenry 4 February 1929 - 1 March 1930 


Irving V. Smart 5 March 1930 - 1 November 1936 
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